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Have you been enjoying this snap of cooler weather? In-between the raindrops this past week at Lakeside, I had 

a chance to take a walk down their “most beautiful mile in Ohio”. We even had the good fortune to find a 

couple Lakeside Daisies blooming! 

  

The bloom that always catches my eye this time of the year is the purple of the Tall Ironweed (Vernonia 

gigantean). According to the Ohio Perennial and Biennial Weed Guide, Tall Ironweed is in the Sunflower 

Family (Asteraceae), and is a native of North America. Its present range is generally confined to the eastern half 

of the U.S. and includes all of Ohio. The plant prefers to grow in areas such as meadows and pastures where the 

soil is fertile and conditions are moderately damp. 

  

Tall Ironweed is an upright perennial with a highly visible dark red stem that grows over 7 feet tall and is 

widely branched at the top. At the ends of branches in loose clusters are saucer-shaped, ¼-inch-wide flower 

heads consisting of 30 or fewer purple disk flowers. Attached to the stem are 10-inch-long, lance-shaped, 

pointed leaves that have short downy hairs on the lower surface. Reproduction is primarily by way of seeds, but 

new shoots sometimes arise from the large root crown. Tall Ironweed attracts Bees, Birds and butterflies, and is 

a prized plant in my Perennial bed. It stands back from the edge of the bed and is protected from the wrath of 

the mower and string-trimmer (so far). 

  

You might have noticed that all my information came from the Ohio Perennial and Biennial Weed Guide 

(www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/weedguide), but in my book, I count this plant on my Wildflower list! 

  

Robert Henn’s wildflower list for the months of August, September and October includes: Asters, Fringed 

Gentian, Goldenrod, Tall Ironweed, Jerusalem Artichoke, Prairie-dock, Common Ragweed, Tickseed 

Sunflower, and Wingstem. 

  

I just received my Spring Wildflowers of Ohio Field Guide in the mail from the Ohio Division of Wildlife! 

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources has a long history of promoting wildflower conservation and 

appreciation and this booklet is an update to the original “Ohio Wildflowers” 1990 publication. If you are 

interested in owning one of these reference guides, you can call 1-800-WILDLIFE or visit the website, 

WILDOHIO.GOV. 

  

The tomato plants that I literally stuck in the ground and caged before we left on our vacation are bearing fruit 

despite being neglected for 24 days! I planted some sunflower seeds the day before we left and the deer seem to 

have decided to let them bloom before pruning them. 

The neighbor cat still visits the catnip on the deck on a daily basis, and the birds have come back to the feeders. 

Life is good. 
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