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Autumn Garden Calendar 
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 
 

How are you progressing on your “to do list” as you put your beds to sleep for the winter? The weather has been giving 

gardeners some bonus days to pull some weeds and plant shrubs and trees, but we all know the bitter cold temperatures 

are on the way! 

  

Today’s tasks on my list include: Put the tomato cages away in the shed, add shredded leaves to the garden, cut and treat 

Honeysuckle stumps, and tidy up the Potting Shed.  

   

November’s list of garden tasks includes: 

 

The Whole Garden:   

Clean, oil and sharpen your garden tools 

Prepare the lawn mower for winter storage 

 Test your soil 

 Before the ground freezes hard, install bluebird nesting boxes 

 Feed lawn before winter 

 

Trees and Shrubs:   

Make sure all leaves are off your lawns before heavy snows begin 

 Remove broken or diseased branches 

 Spray antidessicants on broadleaved evergreens 

 

Flowers and Grasses:   

Keep planting daffodil bulbs until the ground freezes 

 Finish cutting back perennials 

 Mulch perennial gardens 

 

Fruits and Vegetables:   

Continue harvesting kale and collards until snow is on the ground 

 Harvest greens in your cold frame  

 Finish putting the garden to bed 

  

While doing some research on the Purdue Cooperative Extension Service website I found a handy Autumn Calendar 

compiled by B. Rosie Lerner that includes the following advice for November:   1) Move plants closer to windows or to 

sunnier exposures, such as west and south facing windows, if plants are dropping many leaves. Artificial lights may be 

needed to supplement particularly dark rooms. 2) If you are planning to order a “live” Christmas tree, prepare its planting 

hole before the soil freezes. Mulch the area heavily to prevent freezing, or dig the hole and put the fill in a protected, 

nonfreezing area, such as a garage or basement. 3) Have garden soil tested for fertilizer needs every three to five years. 4) 

Apply winter mulch to strawberries when plants are dormant but before temperatures drop below 20 degrees F, usually in 

late November or early December. 

  



 
 

Mark your calendars for the OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteers’ November 17
th

 garden seminar being 

held at the Mt. Orab campus of Southern State Community College in Room 107 at 7:00 p.m. FFA advisor and teacher, 

Jamie Louden, will be talking about Growing Chrysanthemums. Remember that all seminars are free and open to the 

public. 

  

My outside “to do list” is getting revised daily depending on the weather. Our window of opportunity to finish up this 

year’s list is closing quickly! It is time to prioritize! 

 

 


