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This time of year my perennial bed is a sea of purple thanks to one of my favorite native plants the Coneflower 

(Echinacea). In an Ohio State Extension Buckeye Yard and Garden Line newsletter (bygl.osu.edu), Pam 

Bennett shares that these tough native Ohio plants as well as the hybrids are coming into full bloom around 

most of Ohio, attracting a bounty of butterflies and bees. They are one of the easiest perennials to grow and can 

be found in many gardens and landscapes around the state. Coneflowers start to bloom in mid-June in central 

Ohio and continue until the end of August. The flowers come in a broad spectrum of colors, including the most 

common, purple, as well as white, pink, maroon, orange, yellow and assorted variations of these colors. In 

addition, the flowers have single or double petals. 
   
You should plant coneflowers in full sun in well-drained soils. They are heat and drought tolerant and once 

established, require little maintenance. They can be planted in perennial borders or in a meadow or prairie 

planting. Most varieties grow around 2.5 – 3 feet in height and width. 
  

There are a few challenges to be aware of when growing coneflowers. First of all, they can be prolific seeders 

so you have to decide whether or not to deadhead. Some gardeners like to leave the seed heads on the plants to 

feed goldfinches. Others would rather not rogue out all of the seedlings that come back the next season, so they 

deadhead. It’s your choice, but keep it in mind that it’s one you should make. Another challenge lately has been 

the sunflower head-clipping weevil (Haplorhynchites aeneus) that will ruin the blooms just as they hit their 

peak. 
  

According to Joe Boggs, BYGL contributor, the shiny black to brownish-black weevil is a little over ¼ inch 

long with the measurement including an exceptionally long, curved snout. As with all weevils, this beetle’s 

mouthparts are located at the end of their snout. The females insert their snouts into the flower stems to chew a 

ring of holes around the stem about 1-1 ½ inches below the flower head. The flower stem is not completely cut; 

the damaged stem just breaks-over causing the flower head to hang from the stem on a thin strand of tissue. 
  

Females move into the dangling flower head to feed on pollen, mate with males, and lay eggs. Eventually the 

flower head breaks from the stem and drops to the ground. Heavily de-flowered coneflower planting tend to 

look like a collection of soda straws. The eggs hatch once the flower heads drop to the ground and the weevil’s 

grub-like larvae feed on the decaying flower head tissue. Mature weevil larvae leave the flower heads and crawl 

into the soil to spend the winter. Pupation occurs the following spring to early summer and adults appear 

sometime in late June to early July. There is one generation per year. 
  

What can you do to control this weevil? Remove and destroy the dangling flower heads as well as heads that 

have dropped to the ground!  This will prevent weevil larvae from completing their development. If the flower 

heads are removed gently to avoid disturbing the hidden adults, the heads can be dropped into a bucket of soapy 

water to kill the adults. This will reduce the weevil population and thus reduce damage to flower heads. 

Insecticides are not a good option. First, there are no insecticides labeled for flowering landscape plants that 

include this weevil on the label. Second, since coneflowers attract a wide array of important pollinators, 

insecticide applications could potentially cause collateral damage to these “good bugs”. 
  



 
 

Continue to walk around your gardens to check for disease and pests. I discovered a few “clipped” coneflower 

heads and disposed of them quickly.  
  

Don’t forget to email your gardening questions to OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer, Mike 

Hannah, at mhannah1951@gmail.com. 
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