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President John F. Kennedy once said “Every person can make a difference, and every person should try.” One of the 

greatest ways to make a difference is by giving back to your community and volunteering. The Brown County 4-H 

program is dependent on adult volunteers to be successful.  

 

Volunteers with the 4-H program, primarily serve as volunteers at the club level. Community clubs are the heart of the 

program as it is the first place many youth get involved. These clubs provided a caring and safe environment for youth to 

make new friends, develop life-long skills, discover their interests, and create positive connections with a caring adult.  

 

Some youth, the adults in the 4-H program are the people who make the biggest difference in their lives. They create those 

safe spaces, encourage their individual growth, promote cooperation instead of competition and help them find their place. 

Volunteers can also help youth discover a passion and learn and grow about a specific project area. All of our volunteers 

bring a unique skillset to the table and are able to share their own knowledge and expertise. Additionally, volunteers also 

learn and grow through the process of working with the kids and the various trainings.  

 

While community clubs are the main way of volunteering, some volunteers who are subject matter specialists may get 

involved in other ways. This might be leading a short-term SPIN Club, serving as a project specific volunteer, or an event 

specific volunteer.  

 

As you reflect on JFK’s words, I encourage you to think about what kind of difference you want to make. The youth of 

our community are also the future of the community, and what better place to give back and volunteer then to help them 

thrive and flourish. Consider becoming a 4-H volunteer and giving back to the youth of our community, helping to create 

positive safe environments, help them discover their passions and grow into contributing citizens.  

 

If you are interested in becoming a new 4-H volunteer, we are currently accepting applications. Applications can be filled 

out online at http://go.osu.edu/brownvolunteerapp. You can also contact the Extension Office for more information. The 

application is the first step of the process to becoming a volunteer. Once applications are received you will need to 

complete an interview, training and orientation and pass a BCI background check. If you already know which community 

club you would like to volunteer with, please reach out to the advisors of that club also. If you are interested in learning 

more about other opportunities such as leading a short-term special interest club, please contact the Extension Office to 

discuss opportunities. All volunteer applications and materials must be submitted by the April 1st 4-H enrollment deadline. 

 

The 4-H program is part of the Ohio State University Extension services. For more information on the 4-H program and 

how to get involved, contact the Brown County OSU Extension office at 937-378-6716. Due to COVID-19 our office is 

operating under reduced hours by appointment only. We are available by phone daily from 8am – 4:30pm M-F. You can 

also find more information on our website brown.osu.edu or follow Brown County 4-H on Facebook at 

facebook.com/brownco4h. A list of canceled and postponed events is listed on our website.  
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