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Teaching Citizenship and Civic Engagement, in my opinion, might be one of the most 

important parts of my job as an Educator, and not just because it is a mission mandate 

nationally for 4-H. Mission Mandates may be a new term for some. The National 4-H 

Mission Mandates of Citizenship, Healthy Living and Science are a driving force behind 

many of the 4-H initiatives and play a part in how programming is selected. These 

provide an educational foundation and follow the founding purposes of Extension to 

bring information, research, and opportunities to communities. These three areas, even 

when not blatantly stated, are interwoven into programming and opportunities that 

makes 4-H what it is today.  

Each of the areas are important and play and vital role in 4-H. Through the Healthy 

Living Mandate, we strive to teach people about how to live a healthy lifestyle by being 

active, getting outside, making good food choices, and more. We try to teach young 

people these skills so that they use them throughout their lives. Science or STEM is 

based in inquiry-based opportunities to connect knowledge to skills and resources that 

can be used across multiple settings.  

Citizenship is often thought of as the community service projects youth participate in 

and the leadership opportunities they engage in, but it also includes giving youth a 

voice, teaching respect and understanding, and civic engagement through learning 

about the process of the government. Through all of our projects and activities, the 

Experiential Learning Model of Do-Reflect-Apply is incorporated. Youth participate in an 

activity, reflect on the activity and then apply it to other parts of their lives. Not only is 

this allowing them to make connections they are learning to think critically.  

The club structure of having an officer team and using Roberts Rules of Order allows 

youth to learn how to run a meeting. They actively participate and can reflect on the 

experience. This helps prepare them for future roles in business and in the community. 

They learn how to discuss a matter and reach a solution as a group. 

Throughout the process, myself and the volunteers are not telling members what to 

think. We are helping them to learn how to think through problems and find solutions on 

their own. Sometimes, that is as simple as coming to an agreement on the color of the 

club t-shirt. But the principals translate to other things. Pending club activities or 

additional activities youth choose to get involved with, this expands greatly into other 

areas and covers more specific topics.  



Older youth who get involved in Junior Leaders and Junior Fairboard are making 

decisions that have far reaching impacts to others within the program, which means 

they are exposed to broader topics and more in-depth experiences. Within Junior 

Leaders, we tackle the tough conversations facing our communities and the world at 

large. For this, we take time to dive deep and discuss what civil discourse means and 

how we have these conversations respectfully. Civil Discourse is being truthful, 

productive, is about listening to others and being respectful of their opinion, and critically 

analyzing the experience. It is not just being polite, criticizing a person, or telling them 

what to think. It is about taking the time to listen, ask questions for clarification, and 

reflecting on the conversation and taking action. It is understanding that we can 

disagree on a topic, still be respectful, and still be friends.  

Taking the time to focus on citizenship, civic engagement, and civil discourse helps 

meet the overall goals of Extension and the 4-H program: to prepare youth to be caring 

and contributing citizens. But its more than that. In a world where there is a lot of tough 

topics and conversations happening, our youth need to be able to have a voice and do 

so in a way that is constructive. Learning how to listen, ask clarifying questions, form an 

opinion and be respectful while doing so is important. Through 4-H, youth have the 

opportunity to practice these skills, which helps prepare them for the future and helps 

them tackle those tough conversations and topics now.  

The 4-H program is part of the Ohio State University Extension services. For more 

information on the 4-H program and how to get involved, contact the Brown County 

OSU Extension Office at 937-378-6716. Our office is temporarily closed due to COVID-

19, but we are available by phone. You can also find more information on our website 

brown.osu.edu or follow Brown County 4-H on Facebook at facebook.com/brownco4h. 

A list of canceled and postponed events is listed on our website.  

 
 


