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                                        OSU Extension News 

If you would have asked me in January how 2020 would play out, I would not have imagined 

this in my wildest dreams. Normally at this time of year, I am being asked, are you ready for 

fair? This year, a day does not go by where I am asked, is there going to be a fair?  
 

In accordance with the Responsible RestartOhio guidelines that went into effect July 31, the 

Brown County Senior Fairboard, working with OSU Extension, the Junior Fairboard and 

Superintendents, Health Department and more are moving forward with a modified junior fair 

schedule. There are still a lot of decisions that must be made to make this a successful event.  
 

I ask that everyone be patient as this plan takes shape. It is not going to be our traditional beloved 

Little State Fair. We know this. But we are going to work hard to make sure that our junior fair 

members have the best experience possible as they showcase their projects. As decisions are 

made, they must be made in the interests of what is best for everyone involved.  
 

As the Extension Educator for 4-H Youth Development in Brown County, a large part of my job 

is working with the Junior Fair. I get to see the hard work and dedication every day of the youth 

involved and the volunteers who help. But the fair is the culmination of hard work for the young 

people in 4-H, FFA, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and FCCLA. It is the chance for them to showcase 

their hard work and dedication to everyone else.  
 

For the hundreds of youth that participate in 4-H and the other youth organizations, that is what 

the Fair is. It is not something they just do one week out of the year. It is something they prepare 

for all year. Our Junior Fairboard members meet two weeks after fair to recap how things went 

and start working toward next year.  
 

Many of the calves from last year’s feeder calf show are back in the ring this year as market 

steers, meaning youth have been working on those for well over a year. Our youth who take 

breeding livestock, horse, and dog projects are the same. Those 4-H’ers work with those projects 

year-round, training the animal and learning themselves. The fair is their chance to show off 

what they have accomplished.   
 

For our non-livestock projects, youth pick a topic area and learn about it in-depth, exploring 

different aspects and learning new skills. They then go through interviews to share what they 

learned. This also helps them to build workforce skills. At the fair, they get a chance to see that 

hard work come to fruition through the award ceremonies.  
 

For those not involved in 4-H and the Junior Fair, the fair is a very different experience and they 

look forward to other things. Unfortunately, with the current events, those other fair favorites are 

not possible this year. So now, we must follow the 4-H motto and slogan and continue to learn 

by doing and make the best better, by working together to make this the best Junior Fair we can. 
 

 

 



 

 

And this means we all have a lot of things to do, including doing things we do not always want 

to do. This means wearing masks. This means physical distancing. This means being positive 

role models for the youth in our county. This means cheering even louder for every kid in the 

ring. And a lot of things we have not figured out yet. Please be patient as those who are working 

hard to make this a positive experience are working through these tough decisions, and then be 

supportive of the decisions. Help us make this a positive experience for the kids.  

 

The 4-H program is part of the Ohio State University Extension services. For more information 

on the 4-H program and how to get involved, contact the Brown County OSU Extension Office 

at 937-378-6716. Our office is temporarily closed due to COVID-19, but we are available by 

phone. You can also find more information on our website brown.osu.edu or follow Brown 

County 4-H on Facebook at facebook.com/brownco4h. A list of canceled and postponed events 

is listed on our website.  
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