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A Walk in the Woods 

 

Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

  

It has been a spectacular spring for wildflowers! Some gardeners are lucky enough to have some spring 

ephemerals in their landscapes, but most of us like to venture out to the woods to work on our “Bucket List” of 

identified wildflowers. 

  

Have you ever visited any of Ohio’s Nature Preserves? In accordance 

with the Natural Areas Preservation Act of 1970, the Division of Natural Areas and Preserves is responsible for 

protecting the best remaining natural areas in Ohio. State nature preserves are not parks. Rather, they are 

sanctuaries for rare plants and animals. Preserves are best suited for minimum impact activities, such as bird 

watching, hiking, nature study and photography, as opposed to camping or picnicking. Preserves are open from 

dawn to dusk. Parking is sometimes very limited and some Preserves require a permit when visiting. 

  

This past weekend I joined a group of wildflower enthusiasts for a 2 mile hike in the Whipple Preserve in 

Adams County. With camera, note pad and pen in hand I logged in 69 tree and wildflower identifications. My 

husband decided to not tag along on this jaunt. It is a good thing. This 2 mile hike took around 4 hours! 

  

What did I add to my “Bucket List” of wildflowers? Blooming White Baneberry (Actaea pachypoda) and 

Squawroot (Conopholis Americana) were my two big finds of the day! 

  

Squawroot is a member of the Broom-rape Family (Orobanchaceae) that is a small group of plants that 

completely lacks chlorophyll, thus they must become parasites on other plants for their nourishment. According 

to Robert L. Henn’s book, Wild flowers of Ohio, Squawroot is parasitic on the roots of hardwood trees, 

especially oaks. The blooming period is April through June. All the Squawroot that we discovered was very 

close to the edge of the trail and close to an oak tree.  

  

White Baneberry, according to Henn, was formerly classified as Actaea alba and is probably more commonly 

recognized by its distinctive berries than its inconspicuous flower. Also known as Doll’s eyes, in reference to 

the white berries that resemble the china eyes used in early dolls. The berries are borne on the plant from July 

through September. The term “bane” often is used in the names of poisonous plants. The berries of the White 

baneberry are POISONOUS!  

  

 

 



 
 

Would you like to learn more about Ohio’s State Nature Preserves? Visit the Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources Division of Natural Areas and Preserves website at www.ohiodnr.com/dnap or give them a call at 

614-265-6453.  

   

It’s not too late to register for the upcoming training classes to become a Master Gardener Volunteer!  Adams, 

Brown and Highland Counties are combining to present the training starting in October. The cost is $150 and 

the deadline to register is May 31, 2015. A $100 (non-refundable) deposit is required at the time of registration. 

We need a minimum of 10 committed trainees in order to present the 13 training classes. If the minimum of 10 

is not met the $100 deposit will be refunded. The location will be announced at a later date, as we will attempt 

to have the classes in a location that will minimize driving for the majority of participants.   

  

If you have any questions you can contact David Dugan (937-515-2314), Faye Mahaffey 

(fhmgarden@gmail.com), Gayle Chadwell (gaylechad@yahoo.com),  Ray Koch (koch.381@osu.edu), or 

OSUE Brown County office (937-378-6716). 

 To learn more about the OSUE Master Gardeners, be sure to visit our website (mastergardener.osu.edu). 

  

Come join us! 
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