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Emerald Ash Borer (Agrilus Planipennis), an ash tree-killing insect from Asia, was identified in Ohio in 2003. The Ohio 

Department of Agriculture has been battling the pest through detection, regulation, and public outreach in an attempt to protect 

the state’s more than 3.8 billion ash trees over the past decade. The pest has since spread from the initial detection in near 

Toledo to nearly all other parts of the state. Because the pest is established throughout most of Ohio, including Cincinnati, 

Cleveland, Columbus, Dayton, and the Wayne National Forest, there are no longer quarantine regulations in place for emerald 

ash borer within the state. Even though the Ohio quarantine has been lifted, to prevent the spread of EAB and other pests, it is 

still recommended that Ohioans continue to exercise caution when moving firewood. 
  

EAB kills ash trees within three to five years of infestation. Adults are dark metallic green, ½ inch in length, and 1/8-inch-wide, 

and fly only in mid-May to September. Larvae spend the rest of the year developing beneath the bark. 
  

Symptoms to look for include: 
1. Crown dieback: Dieback of the upper and outer crown begins after multiple years of EAB larval feeding. Trees start to 

show dead branches throughout the canopy, beginning at the top. 

2. Epicormic Sprouting: When trees are stressed or sick, they will try to grow new branches and leaves wherever they 

still can. Trees may have new growth at the base of the tree and on the trunk, often just below where the larvae are 

feeding. 

3. Bark splits: Vertical splits in the bark are caused due to callus tissue that develops around larval galleries. Larval 

galleries can often be seen beneath bark splits. 

4. Woodpecker feeding: Woodpeckers eat emerald ash borer larvae that are under the bark. This usually happens higher 

in the tree where the emerald ash borer prefers to attack first. 
 

Signs that your Ash trees have been attacked by the EAB include: 
1. D-shaped emergence holes: As adults emerge from under the bark they create a D-shaped emergence hole that is 

about 1/8 inch in diameter. 

2. S-shaped larval galleries: As larvae feed under the bark they wind back and forth, creating galleries that are 

packed with frass (larva poop) and sawdust and follow a serpentine pattern. 

3. Larvae: Larvae are cream-colored, slightly flattened and have pincher-like appendages at the end of their 

abdomen. By the time larvae are done growing they are 1 ½ inches long. 

4. Adults: Adult beetles are metallic green and about the size of one grain of cooked rice. Adults are flat on the back 

and rounded on their underside. 
 

You might be wondering why I am sharing this important information with you. After six years of treating an Ash tree close to 

the cabin on our property, we realized that the top of the 60-foot tree was completely dead. Last week we dropped the tree and 

cut it up for firewood. It was a sad day, but thankfully the winds didn’t blow it over on the cabin before we had a chance to cut 

it down. 
 

If you believe your trees to be infested and would like to learn more about treatment or removal of your ash trees, please visit 

the Ohio State University Extension Program’s EAB website at http://ashalert.osu.edu or go to http://www.emeraldashborer.info 

for more information. 
 

The weather has been challenging. The deluge of rain and heavy winds came and then suddenly the temperatures dipped and the 

snow began to fall! Wildflowers are trying to begin their spring display despite the chilly weather.  

 

http://ashalert.osu.edu/
http://www.emeraldashborer.info/


 
 

Be sure to mark your calendars for the March 16
th
 garden seminar being held at the Mt. Orab campus of Southern State 

Community College in Room 107 starting at 7:00 p.m. Dale Dyer, Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer, will talk about 

the Heritage Gardens at the Ohio Governor’s Residence in Bexley. All seminars are free and open to the public. 

 

Stay off those soggy lawns and flower beds! Love your soil and protect it! 

  

 


