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April’s List of Gardening Tasks 
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
Where did March go? I can’t believe it’s time to check our “to do” list for April! Our list includes: 

 

Whole Garden 

*Begin digging new garden beds when the soil is workable. 

*Prepare the soil for seeds. 

*Start weeding your beds. 

*Water newly planted trees, shrubs, flowers, and vegetables frequently. 

*Remove winter mulch when growth begins. 

 

Trees and Shrubs 

*Remove the compost mounded over the base of your roses as the weather warms. 

*Plant bare-root roses when the soil is workable. 

*Replant new shrubs and trees that have heaved out of the soil. 

*Tidy the mulch in your shrub beds. 

*Prune shrubs grown for interesting summer leaves or winter stems. 

 

Flowers and Grasses 
*Replant frost-heaved perennials. 

*Cut back ornamental grasses and sedum ‘Autumn joy’ 

*Transplant and divide summer and fall-blooming perennials. 

*Clean up ground-cover beds and divide overcrowded plants to give them room. 

*Add a layer of finished compost to your flowerbeds. 

*Sow seeds of hardy annuals and perennials outdoors. 

*Plant pansies and other cold-tolerant annuals. 

*Harden-off hardy and half-hardy seedlings. 

*Repair the lawn by sowing grass seed or laying patches of sod. 

 

Fruits and Vegetables 
*Begin planting asparagus roots in early to mid-spring. 

*Lay planting rows with black polyethylene or fiber mulch. 

*Direct-seed peas, fava beans, and beets. 

*Direct-seed onions and shallots as soon as the soil can be worked. 

*Direct-seed lettuce, endive, escarole, and spinach. 

*Sow radishes throughout the season, beginning now. 

*Move broccoli, cabbage, and cauliflower transplants into the garden. 

*Start kitchen herbs indoors, to be transplanted outside. 

*Cut back shrubby herbs. 

 

 



 
 

My gardening almanac reminds us that April is the month that gardeners move outdoors.  Now’s the time to work the soil 

and divide a few perennials. Weeds are growing fast and furious in the flowerbeds. The lawn needs care. Wind, rain, sleet, 

snow, and freezing temperatures this past weekend reminds us that April can be very unpredictable as far as weather goes.  

Interested in learning more about growing herbs? On Thursday, April 21
st
 at 7:00 p.m. a member of the Herb Society will 

give a program on herbs and highlight the herb of the year, pepper. All seminars are free and open to the public and are 

held at the Mt. Orab campus of Southern State Community College in room 107. 

 

 

 


