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Is it really spring? The March weather has been a roller coaster and the snow and sleet this past weekend reminded 

gardeners not to get in a hurry. As I drove through town last week I noticed a huge houseplant sitting on someone’s porch. 

Here’s hoping that plant was carted back inside before the weekend’s frigid temperatures! 

  

Have you planted anything in your garden? It is way too wet to do anything in my vegetable garden. I might try to plant 

some spinach and lettuce in containers on the deck this week. It is hard to believe that it is time to think about our April 

list of garden tasks. Pam Bennett, State Coordinator of the Ohio Master Gardener Volunteers and contributing writer for 

the Ohio Gardener, recommends a list of tasks including: 1) Fertilize the perennial garden. If you use a slow-release 

formula do this one time; if you use a general-purpose fertilizer you apply multiple times over the season. Follow label 

instructions; 2) Begin mowing grass and continue mowing as needed. This is not once a week. Mow so that you are not 

removing more than one-third of the leaf blade at any time; 3) Begin inspecting the garden for pests. Do this all season to 

identify potential problems before they become real trouble; 4) Divide or transplant your summer and fall-blooming 

perennials; 5) Fertilize spring-blooming bulbs after they finish blooming; 6) Plant the rest of the cool-season crops such as 

lettuce, spinach and more. Plant a second planting of peas to extend your harvest; 7) Put crabgrass control products and 

the first application of fertilizer on the lawn around mid-April; and 8) Plant gladiolus, dahlia and other summer-blooming 

bulbs indoors for an earlier start. 

  

Would you like to learn more about organic gardening? Plan to attend the April 16
th
 garden seminar at the Mt. Orab 

campus of Southern State Community College from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Remember that all seminars are free and open 

to the public. 

  

It’s not too late to register for the upcoming training classes to become a Master Gardener Volunteer! Adams, Brown and 

Highland counties are combining to present the training starting in October. The cost is $150 and the deadline to register 

is May 31, 2015. A $100 (non-refundable) deposit is required at the time of registration. We need a minimum of 10 

committed trainees in order to present the 13 training classes. If the minimum of 10 is not met the $100 deposit will be 

refunded. The location will be announced at a later date, as we will attempt to have the classes in a location that will 

minimize driving for the majority of participants.  Registration will take place at the Brown County OSUE office in 

Georgetown.  

  

If you have any questions you can contact David Dugan (937-515-2314), Faye Mahaffey (fhmgarden@gmail.com), Gayle 

Chadwell (gaylechad@yahoo.com), Ray Koch (koch.381@osu.edu), or the OSUE Brown County office (937-378-6716). 

  

Here’s hoping the sun starts shining and the rain clouds stay away so we can start digging in the dirt! 
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