
 

 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For 

more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 

brown.osu.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

August’s Garden List 

Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

After a deluge of rain this past week, most gardeners are gazing at their landscape and wondering how some 

weeds can grow so fast! I am sure that I have a weed in my garden that is at least 9 feet tall! 

  

One of my favorite garden blogs, “Tenth Acre Farm” suggests a “15-minute Garden Plan” for gardeners who 

feel a little overwhelmed by what needs to be accomplished in the landscape. Set a timer if you like, but 15 

minutes a day can help us keep up with the garden and hold back anxiety and feelings of being overwhelmed. 

These daily visits to the garden allow you to spot pest problems early and discover interesting things too! You 

might not get everything done in these 15 minute visits, but it certainly takes the stress off and allows you to 

enjoy the sun and fresh air for a bit, and remember that gardening is fun. 

  

For those of you (like me) who keep a list of things that need to be accomplished, the list for August includes: 

 

1. Water and weed 

2. Fertilize annuals, especially those in containers. Remove spent annuals and replace with new plants to 

keep beds and containers fresh. 

3. Divide irises and daylilies as they complete blooming. 

4. Divide and transplant peonies. 

5. Cut back yarrow, catmint, coreopsis and veronica by one-third when plants stop flowering to encourage 

new foliage and blooms. 

6. Harvest herbs for freezing or drying. 

7. Re-edge beds. 

8. Keep compost moist. 

9. Do a final planting of vegetables for fall harvest. 

10. Check plants for signs of pests and diseases 

11. Evaluate your garden with an eye for improvements 

12. Collect seeds for next year’s garden 

13. Study bulb catalogs and order garlic and flowering bulbs to plant this fall 

14. Add extra fall-blooming perennials to the garden 

15. Cut flowers to bring indoors to enjoy. 

16. Direct-seed turnips for a fall harvest 

17. Propagate strawberries or weed them and thin out runners 

 

One of my favorite garden authors, Margaret Roach, says, “Think of August chores as editing-and as a head 

start on fall clean up. August chores are like spot cleaning. I can’t fix everything, turning brown leaves green 

again, or sewing up holes. I can trick the eye with targeted trimming, deadheading, edging, mulching for my 

upcoming visitors, but doing so also reduces opportunities for pests and diseases.” 

  



 
 

Don’t forget to email your gardening questions to Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer, Mike Hannah, at 

mhannah1951@gmail.com. 

 

The tomato harvest is picking up at the Mahaffey’s garden and we have enjoyed our first BLTs of the summer. 

The canning closet has been organized and jars have been rotated to make room for the future batches of chili 

sauce. A large pot of green beans, onions and potatoes in simmering on the stove. Life is good! 

 

 

 
 


