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Sitting in our sunroom and watching the birds at our feeding station is one our favorite activities. Even Miss Kitty enjoys 

the many visitors that dine on our deck. Sometimes my husband will call out to me to “come quick” because we have a 

new visitor to the feeders. As I make my way there I ask for the usual things…size (small, medium, large); size, shape and 

color of the bill; and of course, what is the main color of the bird? Our most memorable visitors have been Rose-Breasted 

Grosbeaks, Red-Headed Woodpeckers and a couple of Pileated Woodpeckers! 

 

In the book, “Attracting Birds to Your Backyard”, author, Sally Roth, urges readers to think of their yard as a three-story 

café for the birds. 

 

The top floor is trees. Tanagers, Orioles, Vireos, Warblers, Cuckoos and Grosbeaks are top-floor diners. 

 

The middle story of your backyard café is shrubs, tall grasses, and flowers. It’s for birds like Cardinals, Catbirds, 

Thrashers, Wrens, Sparrows, and some Warblers that like cover that’s not too high off the ground. 

 

The ground-level area is your lawn and garden beds. That’s the dining area for birds that prefer to pull worms or grubs, 

scratch in the leaves for insects, or pick up seeds. Robins, Grackles, Blackbirds, Thrushes, Sparrows, Juncos, Quail, 

Pheasants, and Towhees may hang out below your feeders, in your meadow garden, or beneath your shrubs. 

 

OSUE Fact Sheet, Backyard Enhancement for Wildlife (W-10-2001) available at the website, www.ohioline.osu.edu, 

informs gardeners that all animals need food, water, cover, and places to raise their young. Do your research and learn 

more about the birds you want to attract to your backyard and what they need. For example, birds like American Robins 

need trees or shrubs for nesting, whereas Eastern Bluebirds require cavities or nest boxes. 

 

Choose native plant species whenever possible. Native plants generally support more species of wildlife than non-native 

plants. In addition, plants that are native to the soils and climate of Ohio will usually require less water, less fertilizer, and 

less effort to maintain. 

 

Interested in learning more about the birds in your backyard? Plan to attend the March 17
th
 garden seminar sponsored by 

the OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteers being held at the Mt. Orab campus of Southern State Community 

College. Bob Thobaben, birding expert, will talk about identifying birds in your backyard, as well as how to attract them 

to your landscape. Remember that all seminars are free and open to the public and are held in room 107 from 7:00 p.m. to 

8:00 p.m. Since March weather is still unpredictable, be sure to check for early closing at www.sscc.edu. If SSCC closes 

early, the seminar will be cancelled. 

 

Are you ready to start digging in the dirt? The weeds seem to popping up everywhere, but remember it is way too wet to 

be tromping around on your flower beds! Be patient….we will have all summer to wage that battle. 

 

http://www.sscc.edu/

