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A few years ago I answered a Helpline call about Monarch Caterpillars on a Butterfly Bush. As I spoke with the 

client, I quizzed her about the caterpillars as well at the host plant that she was calling a Butterfly Bush. After a brief 

discussion, I decided to stop by on the way home from Georgetown to take pictures and see what exactly was going 

on. 

  

As I walked up to the flower bed I noticed a plant that had several large Monarch Caterpillars chewing away on the 

leaves. The host plant was not a Butterfly Bush (Buddleja davidii), but instead it was a beautiful Butterfly- Weed 

(Asclepias tuberosa). Butterfly –Weed is one of only a handful of native Ohio plants with bright orange flowers. 

Butterfly-Weed is a real attention – getter, both to people and insects. While Monarchs may not use it as a host plant 

as frequently as they do some other milkweed species, Butterfly-weed more than carries its weight in the garden. Its 

flowers are a magnet for all manner of pollinating insects. Not only are Monarchs attracted to its, blooms, so are 

numerous other species of butterflies. 

  

How did I know the difference between these two plants? My training as an OSUE Master Gardener Volunteer 

taught me how to ask questions, do my research, and consult an expert if necessary. 

  

OSUE Master Gardener Volunteers are expected to educate others with timely research-based gardening 

information. There are many garden practices and “remedies” that gardeners sometimes share with others that aren’t 

researched –based. One of my favorite authors, Linda Chalker-Scott, whose books, The Informed Gardener, and 

The Informed Gardener Blooms Again, addresses the most common myths and misconceptions that plague home 

gardeners and horticultural professionals.  Chalker-Scott states in her preface what we can get from her books. “You 

will get information that is science-based. You will learn to approach marketing claims with objectivity. You will 

save time. You will save money. You will appreciate your landscape or garden plants as living components. You 

will reduce your use of fertilizers and pesticides. You will feel better mentally, physically, and spiritually.” 

  

There is still time for you to become a more informed gardener and join the OSUE Master Gardener Volunteer 

training classes starting October 7, 2015. Classes will meet on Wednesday and Thursday of each week from 10:00 

a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (with one hour for lunch). The Wednesday class will meet at the Public Library in Mt. Orab, and 

the Thursday class will be held at the Hillsboro campus of Southern State Community College. The cost of the class 

is $150.00. The training consists of 14 classes meeting on, October 7, October 8, October 14, October 15, October 

21, October 22, October 28, October 29, November 4, November 5, November 12, November 18, November 19, and 

November 25. If you are interested please call the OSUE office in Georgetown at 937-378-6716. 

  

The rain and cool weather has given the flowers and tomatoes a “new lease on life”. The caterpillars are growing and 

I hope to find more chrysalises soon! Are you walking around and looking at what’s happening in your garden?   

 


