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Bird Feeding: No Feeders Required 
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

Backyard feeders are easy, convenient, and are available in all sizes, shapes and colors. But what can you 

do when feeders aren’t an option? According to a recent National Wildlife Federation newsletter, some 

homeowners’ associations ban bird feeders. Feeders also may attract unwelcome nectar-and seed-stealing 

visitors, including squirrels, rats, opossums, or racoons. And some backyard birders want to provide food 

but find it inconvenient to fill and clean feeders. 

  

Fortunately, there is an easy solution. Natural foods such as shrubs, trees and other plants can be just as 

easy and convenient as feeders, and they provide additional benefits. “plantings create more of an 

ecosystem, attracting a wider variety of birds,” says Kimberly Kaufman, co-author of the Kaufman Field 

Guide to Nature of the Midwest. “Flowers, trees and shrubs also provide cover and nesting habitat as well 

as important nectar for pollinators and host plants for butterflies and moths.” 

  

A wide variety of plants can nurture backyard birds: Nectar-rich flowers like bee balm, salvia and lupine 

are magnets for hummingbirds. Seed-bearing blooms, including coneflowers and cosmos, attract finches, 

sparrows, doves and quail. Jays are partial to nuts provided by trees such as hickories, and walnuts, while 

fruit-loving birds, from orioles to waxwings, flock to sumacs, serviceberries, junipers and other berry 

bushes. Larger fruit trees, including crabapples and hollies, are top draws for grosbeaks, tanagers, catbirds 

and mockingbirds. 

  

Even in small spaces, you can lure birds with just a single tree, some fruit-bearing shrubs, flowers, a 

birdbath, and if you can…. a bird feeder. 

  

“A bird garden at its best has rough edges, plants going to seed, brush piles here and there, and even a 

dead tree left standing for birds to perch on and nest in”, according to a National Gardening Association 

newsletter. Of course, it is possible to have a neat, well-maintained garden and still attract birds, but a 

compromise is in order. Keep your manicured lawn, but reduce the size. Edge it with shrubs to provide 

leaf litter where brown thrashers, towhees, and whit-throated and fox sparrows can scratch for insects. 

  

Even a small patch of bare earth may attract more birds than mowed lawn. Quail and wrens are among the 

birds that dust themselves off to maintain their feathers. A dust bath need be no more than 3 feet square 

and 6 inches deep. For a tidy appearance, edge it with brick or stone. Perhaps you can find an out-of-sight 

spot for a small, wild area where flowers, grasses, and weeds are allowed to go to seed for the birds. 

  

Plants native to our region will be relished by the wild birds since they provide food and shelter the birds 

are accustomed to. In many instances, birds benefit the vegetation too by distributing seeds for future 

generations. 

  



 
 

Are you planning any new gardens this year? Considering a butterfly garden? Or perhaps a “buffet” for 

our important pollinators? 

 

Be sure to mark your calendars for the February 16
th

 garden seminar being hosted by the OSUE Brown 

County Master Gardener Volunteers. Chris Dresel (Brown County Beekeepers Assoc.) will talk about 

Gardening for Pollinators. All seminars are free and open to the public and are held at the Mt. Orab 

campus of Southern State Community College in Room 107 at 7:00 p.m. Be sure to check SSCC’s 

website for closings due to winter weather at www.sscc.edu. If SSCC is closed, the seminar is cancelled. 

  

The bees, boxelder bugs, and hyacinths think it is spring! What’s popping up in your flower beds? 
 

http://www.sscc.edu/

