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Chrysalis Countdown! 
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

Excitement is building at the Mahaffey’s! The milkweed in the front yard is being devoured by caterpillars. We 

have spotted more eggs on the milkweed and for the first time I found a chrysalis! It was spotted at the top of 

some newly installed garden “bling”. The caterpillar climbed a good 7 feet up a post before making its beautiful 

green chrysalis. I am checking it at least 3 times a day and hope to see the Monarch butterfly emerge!  
  

Some extra Swamp Milkweed (Asclepias incarnata) has been planted along with some Spider Milkweed 

(Asclepias viridis) in the front flower bed. At last check there are no eggs or caterpillars in the Milkweed patch 

in the lower yard (as usual). Lots of other insects can be seen on the fading leaves and some of the remaining 

leaves have been chewed, but no signs of Monarch caterpillars. I have planted some Swamp Milkweed beside 

the Common Milkweed (Asclepias syriaca) in hopes of attracting some late comers to the more “tender” leaves. 
  

As of today (Sunday) we are on day #3 of the ten -day chrysalis countdown. My first clue that the butterfly is 

getting ready to eclose will be the darkening of the chrysalis. Wish me luck!  
  

Are your containers looking a little faded in this heat? I have started watering more and trimming some of the 

“leggy” parts back a bit. The Kale in the garden has perked up and the Okra is thriving in this heat. Sadly, the 

cucumber vines are looking pretty worn out. The tomatoes are delicious as long as I beat the critters to the ripe 

ones. I have started picking them at first “blush” and letting them ripen indoors. Since I am not sure who exactly 

is enjoying my tomatoes, it might be time to pull out the wildlife camera and catch them in the act! 
  

Continue to walk around your yard and keep an eye out for insects (good and bad) and any signs of disease. The 

weeds seem to love this heat and humidity. I am always amazed at how quickly they grow, aren’t you? 
  

Don’t forget to email your gardening questions to Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer, Mike Hannah, at 

mhannah2@msn.com.  
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