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Control Poison Hemlock Now! 
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
As the weeds continue to grow at the Mahaffey home place, I have started working on the task of identification. It is 

important to know what you are seeing, especially if you want to use a chemical spray to control or kill a specific 

weed.  

  

In a recent Buckeye Yard and Garden Line newsletter, Joe Boggs (Hamilton County OSUE) shared some important 

information about Poison Hemlock, a non-native weed that is among the deadliest plants in North America. This 

biennial weed spends its first year as a basal rosette and the second year as an erect, towering flowering plant that 

can measure 6 – 10 feet tall. Despite its common name, Poison Hemlock is not a tree; it is member of the carrot 

family, Apiaceae (formerly Umbelliferae). It is important to remember that all parts of this plant are poisonous to 

both animals and humans. Use caution when managing this plant! 

  

While Poison Hemlock can be partially managed by mowing and tilling, the most effective control approach 

involves properly timed applications of selective or non-selective post-emergent herbicides including glyphosate. It 

is a prolific seed producer, so applications of herbicides made now will control both the first season rosette stage and 

the second season flowering stage, before seeds are produced. 

  

The plant contains highly toxic piperidine alkaloid compounds, including coniine and gammaconiceine, which cause 

respiratory failure and death when ingested by mammals. The roots are more toxic than the leaves and stems; 

however, all parts of the plant including the seeds should be considered dangerous.  

  

Unfortunately, this dangerous toxic plant is becoming more common throughout Ohio including growth in landscape 

plantings where close proximity to people increases poisoning risks. A native of Europe, Poison Hemlock was 

introduced to North America as a garden/ornamental plant. It may be confused with wild carrot (Queen Anne’s lace) 

or wild cow parsnip, both of which have white umbrella-shape flower clusters. Wild carrot has a hairy stem, while 

cow parsnip has a ribbed stem. Neither have the purple spotting on the stems that is characteristic of Poison 

Hemlock. 

  

For additional information: Purdue University Extension Invasive Plant Series: 

(https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/fnr/fnr-437-w.pdf), Midwest Invasive Plant Network (MIPN) Invasive 

Plant Control Database: http://mipncontroldatabase.wisc.edu/Default.aspx, or What’s Invasive! Android or iPhone 

app. 

  

At a recent meeting of the Brown County Master Gardeners the main topic of discussion was the wet weather and 

who had anything planted in the garden! My staging area under the carport is getting crowded. The 38-degree 

weather this past weekend made me appreciate the fact that I hadn’t jumped the gun and planted tomatoes or other 

tender plants yet. I am about ready to lay boards down in the garden and start planting that way. No crops planted in 

the fields or in my garden! Oh Me! I wonder what the summer holds for us weather wise? 
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