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DIY Gift for a Favorite Gardener 

Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

                                                   OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
The Seed Catalogs are starting to appear in my mailbox! This is way too early for that to be happening. I haven’t even cleaned 

my trowel yet and I am being enticed by beautiful color photographs of vegetables and flowers. 

  

Have you taken time to write in your garden journal about the milestones in your garden this season? Are you making a list of 

what worked and what didn’t? Now is the time to think about what changes you would like to make happen next season. 

  

As I visited with my gardening friends this month the topic always turned to the crop yield and pest problems. “Did your 

tomatoes do all right this year?” Did your squash and cucumbers suddenly wilt and die?”  “I couldn’t keep the cabbage worms 

off my Kale this year!” “My peppers took forever to start blooming!” Do any of these sound familiar to you? 

  

Are you looking at your gift list and wondering what meaningful or handy items you can give to your favorite gardener? If you 

have access to some scrap wood, a few power tools and large plastic barrels you can make a sizable elevated vegetable garden 

for next to nothing, and it protects from all but the most athletic rabbits. Maybe you know someone who has trouble bending 

over and would love to have this raised “bed” as a gift! 

 

Materials that you need: 55-gallon plastic barrel, Landscape fabric, Assorted screws, 4-by-4 posts, Scrap 2-by 4s, Three 3/8-

by-6-inch lag screws, and Scrap decking material. 

 

Directions: 

1. Cut the plastic barrel in half with a reciprocating saw, and then cut one end from each half and slide them together, 

creating a 6-inch overlap. 

2. To create adequate drainage, drill holes in the bottom of the barrel and cover each hole with landscape fabric. 

3. Build a frame from six durable 4-by-4 posts, joined by two pieces of scrap decking between each of the posts. For the 

middle posts, use a 2-by-4 to support the middle of the soil box. 

4. Attach the back three support posts to the deck using the lag screws. 

5. Hang the soil box inside the skeleton frame with screws. 

6. Hang spare pieces of decking around the exterior of the frame like siding. Finally, mount the lower piece of siding that 

faces away from the house on hinges for easy clean up. 

I showed the materials list to my husband and he agreed that we probably have all the needed items stuffed away in our 

loft in the barn. Sounds like a winter project to me! Now I just need to  figure out a way to keep the squirrels out. This 

summer I lost count of how many times I saw a pesky squirrel munching on the water hyacinths in my whiskey barrel! 

  

This is a great time to make a list of what you are thankful for as a gardener. My “thankful” list includes: 1) I can still get down 

on my hands and knees and dig in the dirt (although getting back up is getting harder), 2) I still get excited when I see leaves 

emerging through the soil, 3) I am thankful that we are surrounded by trees filled with a great variety of birds, 4) I enjoy being 

able to share my gardening experiences and knowledge with other gardeners, 5) I am thankful to have the opportunity to learn 

new things about gardening and wildlife, and 6) I am thankful that I am an OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer. 

  

When the snow finally starts to fall and I declare all Mondays as “soup day”, I might add a jar of my Chili Sauce to the stock 

pot. Chili Sauce is a staple at our house during the winter thanks to the recipe in my Mom’s old Blue Ball Cook book. We put it 

on scrambled eggs, use it as Salsa, and add it to Bean Soup and of course, Chili.  What’s on your shelf or in the freezer that 

makes you especially thankful this year? 


