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December Weather in Ohio 
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                                                   OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

 

The crazy weather continues! The mornings have been chilly with a hard frost, but by the afternoon the sun is 

shining, and I am shedding my coat. I dashed around like a crazed gardener taking this last opportunity to finish 

up the November tasks before turning the page to December’s “to do list”. Outside lights are up and I collected 

enough greenery from deer-injured Spruce trees to make a nice wreath.  
 

Here are some gardening tasks to consider for December: 

 

1. Bring clay pots and statues made of cement, clay and some resins indoors. If items are too heavy 

to move, cover them with a tarp or plastic to keep them dry over winter. Repeated freezing and 

thawing could crack these garden objects. 

2. Stock up on sand or kitty litter to cope with icy paths. 

3. Protect shrubs planted under your roofline from snow damage.  

4. Check for mole tunnels and fill them with soil before the ground freezes. 

5. Continue starting paper whites every few weeks for nonstop indoor bloom. 

6. Water houseplants thoroughly, but not too frequently. 

7. Treat your houseplants to pebble trays. 

8. Mulch strawberries to insulate them from cycles of freezing and thawing. 

9. Cut fall-bearing raspberries to the ground. 

 

Have you started your Christmas Gardening “Wish List” yet? Gardening books to consider for winter reading 

might include: “Garden Insects of North America” (Whitney Cranshaw), “Gardening Month by Month in Ohio” 

(Debra Knapke and Alison Beck), “The Informed Gardener” (Linda Chalker-Scott) and “Decoding Gardening 

Advice” (Jeff Gillman and Meleah Maynard). 
 

Some of my Master Gardener friends have lists that include: Sun Calculator, “How to Know the Wildflowers” 

(Dana Starr), a good pruner, rain gauge, a compost pail with compostable liner bags, field guides, and the best 

ever gift – a personal gardener! 
 

I have one last big item on my task list. Clean and sharpen all tools in my garden shed! Maybe I should put that 

on my “Wish List”! 

 

 

 

 

 


