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Fall Cleanup and Recycling 
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

One of my favorite gardening books is a Garden Almanac. The author has compiled all the essential information that a 

gardener can refer to year in and year out. Every gardener, whether master or novice, can use a guide to seasonal garden 

tasks. This month we do an assortment of tasks aimed at creating next year’s garden. October’s tasks include: 

1. Have your lawn and garden soil tested. You can contact the Brown County OSU Extension office for more 

information, or go to ohioline.osu.edu  

2. Rake up fallen leaves and add them to your compost heap.  

3. Mulch areas intended for early spring planting. 

4. Plant trees and shrubs and water deeply before ground freezes. 

5. After leaf fall, take hardwood cuttings. 

6. Reseed the lawn until the soil cools. 

7. Mark late-to-emerge perennials. 

8. Rake up or pull out annuals once they’re killed by frost. 

9. Clean up your perennial beds. 

10. Continue planting hardy spring-flowering bulbs. 

11. Direct-seed lettuce, endive, and escarole. 

12. Take cuttings of your favorite herbs to grow indoors over winter. 

13. Dig, sever, and replant rooted suckers of raspberries. 

14. Remove stakes and other garden equipment from the vegetable garden. 

15. After a killing frost, clean up the vegetable garden. Squash vine borers winter over in plant debris. 

16. Check houseplants for insect pests that may hitch a ride inside at summer’s end. 

17. Plant amaryllis bulbs for holiday bloom. 

18. Dig and store summer-flowering tender bulbs after first frost. 

19. Make a to-do list for next year’s garden while you still remember what happened this year!!!!! 

     

The cucumber vines have enjoyed the cooler, wetter weather and have begun to flower and fruit again! Golden Rod and 

Purple Asters are blooming along the roadsides. Fall is definitely here! As I walked to the mailbox this morning the Black 

Cherry leaves were falling and I have swept leaves off the deck twice this week. The seed heads on the ornamental grasses 

are spectacular this year and will supply needed winter nutrition for the birds. 

 

Are you cleaning up your potting shed? Are you finding a surplus of plastic pots and wondering what to do with them? 

Mother Earth News’ favorite ways to reuse and recycle plant pots include: 

1. Plant Halo- Take an old plastic pot and cut off the bottom. Push it part way into the soil and then plant your 

tomato inside. When you water the plant, the pot will retain the moisture and let it gradually soak into the soil at 

the roots. 

2. Planting guide when potting into a larger container – When repotting a plant into a larger container, first add some 

potting soil to the new container. Place an empty plastic pot the same size as the smaller, original one into the 

middle of the new container and then continue to fill around it. Remove the pot to leave a hole just the right size 

for your plant. 

3. DIY Bug Hotel – Stuff a pot with short lengths of bamboo cane, hollow stems, twigs, or corrugated cardboard and 

then site the DIY Bug Hotel on its side in a safe, sheltered spot. 



 
 

4. Twine holder – Put your ball of garden twine into an old plastic pot and feed the end through one of the drainage 

holes. Attach duct tape over the top of the recycled plant pot to stop the ball of twine from falling out. 

5. Crafts – You can decorate old plastic pots using non-toxic paints, burlap, cloth, shells, or mosaic pieces to create a 

unique container. 

6. Harvesting basket – A large plastic pot makes a handy container for harvesting vegetables. Its drainage holes will 

enable quick and easy cleaning of your fresh produce. 

 

Don’t forget to mark your calendar for the October 20
th
 garden seminar hosted by the OSUE Brown County Master 

Gardener Volunteers. All seminars are free and open to the public and are held at the Mt. Orab campus of Southern State 

Community College from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. I will be presenting a program on “Decorating Your Garden” and explore 

the reasons why gardeners enjoy adding a little “bling” to their landscape. 

  

Be sure to think about Recycle and Re-use as you start your fall cleanup 


