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Fall Colors 

Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 
                                                   OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 
 
 
The leaves continue to fall and everywhere you look there is a brilliant burst of autumn color. My 
Beautyberry bush looks spectacular with its bright purple berries, Pawpaw leaves are golden yellow, 
and even the Common Pokeweed adds its splash of color to the palette. 
  

In a recent OSUE Buckeye Yard and Garden Line Newsletter, Joe Boggs shared some important 
information about Common Pokeweed. 
 
This showy perennial is native to the eastern half of the United States. Despite its size, this 3 to 10 
foot tall weed often finds a way to escape detection in landscapes and nurseries. The plant is well 
branched and resembles a small tree. Stems and leaf petioles are green at first and then turn a 
striking reddish-purple. The succulent green, oblong-shaped, 2 to 8-inch-long leaves are simple with 
long leafstalks and alternate on the stem. Pokeweed flowers in mid-to-late summer. The small, 
pinkish-white flowers are borne on drooping racemes located at the ends of branches. The resulting 
grape-like clusters of round, juice-filled fruit are at first light green and then turn a deep blackish-
purple. With its large succulent green leaves and reddish-purple stems festooned with dark fruit, this 
weed provides a beautiful late-season display. 
  

Of course, beauty is in the eye of the beholder. All parts of Common Pokeweed are toxic to humans, 
pets and livestock! Roots are the most poisonous, leaves and stems are intermediate in toxicity, and 
berries are the least toxic. Since common pokeweed is not very palatable, most animals avoid eating 
it unless little else is available, or if it is in contaminated hay. Since the juice of pokeweed can be 
absorbed through the skin, contact of plant parts with bare skin should be avoided. For more 
information on this plant, refer to the “Ohio Perennial and Biennial Weed Guide” available at 
www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/weedguide/. We have suffered a couple hard frosts at our place and the 
Pokeweed is looking wilted. Remember to handle it with care even after a freeze! 
  

“Why are the white pines losing their needles?” asked my husband the other day. I reminded him that 
this a normal fall event. Inner needles yellow and drop to the ground. This annual event is more 
dramatic some years compared to others. This year seems to be more dramatic in our landscape. 
How about yours? 
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