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February’s Gardening Tasks 
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

Brown County OSUE Master Gardener Volunteer 
 

Let it snow! After enjoying some warm, muddy days, and wearing light rain coats, we will be back to winter weather 

before we know it! I’m not sure if I am ever going to put my snowshoes on this year. We have been hiking, but I am ready 

to tromp through the snow a little! 
  

It’s time to review our checklist of gardening tasks for February which include: 
 

Whole Garden: 

1) There’s still time to look through catalogs and place orders. 

2) Thoroughly clean any flats or pots for seedlings. 

3) Set aside a potting area for seed starting and gather the necessary equipment. 

4) Sow those seeds that will need 10 to 12 weeks indoors before they can be transplanted outside. 

5) Make sure your bluebird boxes are clean. 

6) Continue looking for plant damage in your landscape. 

7) Test seeds left over from last year for viability. 

 

Trees and Shrubs: 

1) Prune off broken twigs and branches on shrubs. 

2) Brush off excess snow to avoid breakage. 

3) Force branches of spring-blooming shrubs and trees once buds have begun to swell (pussy willow, forsythia, 

apple, cherry). 

 

Fruits and Vegetables: 

1) Plan your vegetable seed-sowing strategy. 

2) Begin sowing leek seeds indoors. 

3) Prune fall-bearing raspberries in late February. 
 

There are many reasons to start your own transplants from seed. It is fun, it is economical, and you are able to grow 

varieties that are not normally available locally. Here are some basic tips to help you get started: 1) Start with a light, 

disease-free soil mix. Don’t use soil dug from the garden! 2) Choose containers with drainage holes. 3) Moisten the mix. 

4) Sow thinly. 5) Read the seed packet.  Pay attention to seed depth and need for darkness or light for germination. 6) 

Keep the seeds warm and moist. 7) Once the seeds break the surface of the soil, give them plenty of light. 8) Introduce 

them to the outdoors gradually before planting time. Just remember not to start too early! Have you ordered your seeds 

yet? 
  

Mark your calendars for the February 18th garden seminar sponsored by the OSUE Brown County Master Gardener 

Volunteers. All seminars are free and open to the public and are held in Room 107 at the Mt. Orab campus of Southern 

State Community College from 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. Susan Barber will be talking about how to design and start your 

garden. 
  

It’s hard to believe that in a matter of days we will begin digging in the dirt! It’s time to get serious about your diagram 

for the vegetable garden. Be sure to check last year’s crops and their location, so that you can rotate your planting. 


