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Gardening Resolutions for 2017 
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

Do you make New Year’s resolutions?  Try to eat better and exercise more? In recent years, I have turned 

my attention to resolutions for the garden. A few years ago I found a list of the top ten gardening 

resolutions that included: 1) I will figure out the light exposure for my plants, 2) I will weed less, 3) I will 

grow more on my patio, 4) I will try new things, 5) I will protect myself from the sun while gardening, 6) 

I will grow the first tomato on the block, 7) I will improve my soil, 8) I will finally solve the deer problem 

in my garden, 9) I will conserve rainwater, and 10) I will eat healthier and choose local food whenever 

possible. 

  

My additions to the top 10 resolutions include: 1) Read garden magazines when they arrive, 2) Divide and 

share daylilies, 3) No new flower beds this year, 4) Continue to “grow” as a composter, 5) Continue to 

limit my use of pesticides in the garden, and 6) Prioritize gardening goals for the 2017 growing season. 

  

One of the Brown County Master Gardeners, Gary Keuffer, shared his gardening resolutions for the new 

year that included: 1) Increase the size of my vegetable garden this year so that I may share my surplus 

with family and friends, who for a variety of reasons can no longer garden, 2) Increase my knowledge of 

all aspects of horticulture by attending more educational programs and seminars, and 3) Plant more trees 

this year. Although I may not see them grow in my lifetime, this is my legacy to future gardeners, just as 

the gardeners before me planted the trees that I benefit from now. 

  

Margaret Roach, author and garden blogger, states that her main goal is” Progress not Perfection”. Does 

that make you look at your garden is a whole new light thanks to the word “Progress”? 

  

Have you marked your calendar for the January 19
th

 garden seminar being hosted by the OSUE Brown 

County Master Gardener Volunteers? Danielle Thompson, from Brown County Soil and Water, will talk 

about Rain Gardens. Remember all seminars are free and open to the public and are held at the Mt. Orab 

Campus of Southern State Community College in Room 107 at 7:00 p.m. 

  

My wish list for 2017?  A pollinator-friendly world, Affordable, healthy, fresh food for all, More rain 

where it’s needed-less where it’s not, and Build a healthy future through gardening. 

  

To a gardener, optimism comes naturally. We always think to ourselves, “last year was tough one, but this 

year will be better!” 

  

It’s time to get out your garden journal and sharpen that pencil! 

  
 


