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Gardening at the Ohio Veterans Home 
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

                                                   OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 
 

For the past 9 years the OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteers have worked with the Veteran 

Gardeners at the Ohio Veterans Home in Georgetown, Ohio. We have seen that digging in the “dirt” and 

visiting with fellow gardeners can bring about miracles. 
  

We started in 2010 with 8 Veteran Gardeners that first year. The first year the Veteran Gardeners were a bit 

hesitant to have someone assisting them with their raised bed gardens. We decided to meet on the third Tuesday 

of each month, rain or shine, at 10:00 a.m. What do we do if it’s raining? We talk with the Veteran Gardeners 

and catch up with all their garden news!  
  

We start with a “meet and greet” each March after taking December and January off since the gardens are 

covered with snow. We interview each gardener to learn more about their experiences in the garden, what they 

would like to grow, etc. A list is compiled of needed seeds and plants that the Volunteer Coordinator, the OSUE 

Brown County Master Gardener Volunteers, the Georgetown FFA, and other organizations try to fill. 
  

Some of the questions on the interview page include: 1) Veteran of what branch of service? 2) When did you 

serve? 3) Who taught you about gardening? 4) When did you start gardening? 5) What is your favorite 

vegetable to plant? 6) What is your favorite vegetable to eat? 7) What are the benefits you gain from gardening? 

8) Is it ok to work in your garden in your absence? 
  

Some of the answers include: Who taught you to garden? Grandparents, parents, Aunts and Uncles, self-

taught, and the OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteers. My favorite answer was, “I had to learn, or I 

was going to starve! What benefits do you gain from gardening? Being outside, enjoying the weather, it 

keeps me occupied, provides food for the table, gets me outside and away from the TV, fresh air, exercise, sense 

of accomplishment, and peace of mind. 
  

The raised beds were updated a few years ago and the new brick beds have had the soil amended and the 

gardens were beautiful again this year. 
  

This fellowship of gardening that we share with the residents allows them to share stories of long ago and far 

away that were some of the most joyous times in their lives. In 2011, the OSUE Brown County Master 

Gardener Volunteers submitted and won the small county program at our state convention. “Seeds of Freedom” 

targets an elite group of Veteran Gardeners ranging from WWII, Korean War, Vietnam and Gulf War, who 

reside at the Ohio Veterans Home in Georgetown. These long-term care veterans enjoy the feel of dirt in their 

hands, regardless of the limitation of a wheelchair, oxygen tank, or other health issues. This project encourages 

residents to continue their life-long love of gardening. 
  

Gardens are planted and cared for, friendships are formed, and spirits are raised. Our Veterans served with pride 

to ensure our freedom. The OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteers count ourselves lucky enough to 

call these Veteran Gardeners our friends. 

 


