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Gardening at the Ohio Veterans Home 
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteers meet monthly with an enthusiastic group of 16 Veteran 

gardeners at the Ohio Veterans Home at Georgetown. Large raised beds in the courtyard are accessible to 

gardeners that have limited movement capabilities. We help amend the soil, till, plant, mulch, or complete any 

other jobs as needed. Most of all we look forward to making new gardening friends as the summer growing 

season progresses. 

 

Each April we sit down with our Veteran gardeners and ask a variety of questions to help us learn more about 

them that include: When did you start gardening; Who taught you about gardening; What is your favorite 

vegetable to plant; Do you have any gardening tips to share; and What are the benefits you gain from gardening. 

 

I would like to share some of the Veterans answers to the last question – What are the benefits you gain from 

gardening: The satisfaction of seeing things grow and food to eat; Feeling of accomplishment; Likes sitting and 

looking at the plants grow; Loves being outside to get some exercise and fresh air; Seeing what God created for 

us; and of course – eating the fresh produce! 

Most of the Veteran gardeners started gardening as young children and learned from their parents or 

grandparents. Some even laugh and say, “I had to learn how to garden or starve!” 

 

We just finished planting the Heirloom tomato plants donated by Brown County Master Gardener, Susan 

Barber. Weeds have been pulled and mulch has been spread. The tomatoes are setting on and hopefully the 

squash and cucumbers will start blooming. We all agree that this growing season has been unique so far. 

 

Meeting on the third Tuesday of the month and working with these Veteran Gardeners provides opportunities 

for education and conversations. Gardens are planted and cared for, friendships are formed and spirits are 

raised. 

 
 


