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Gardening in May 

Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

Have you started prioritizing your May list of things to do in the garden? Weeds are at the top of my list! It 

seems that they are growing by leaps and bounds. Garlic Mustard is blooming brazenly on the hillsides, so this 

weed is now #1 on the eradication list at the Mahaffey’s. 
  

Our May gardening task list includes: 

1) Weed your beds thoroughly before they get out of hand 

2) Top off summer mulch in beds where levels have dropped below 2 inches 

3) Rake beds that have ample mulch, to prevent matting 

4) Keep watering transplants and new plants frequently 

5) Prune shrubs that flower in early spring right after they bloom 

6) Train topiaries and espaliers 

7) Plant potted roses 

8) Fertilize roses, if you didn’t feed them earlier in the season 

9) Cut back perennial stems 

10) Set out dahlias after the last frost date. 

11) Plant gladiolus corms beginning early this month 

12) Finish dividing summer and fall-blooming perennials 

13) Start planting tender annuals outdoors after the last frost date 

14) Reseed bare spots in the lawn 

15) Continue sowing onions, carrots, and beets directly in the garden 

16) Begin direct-seeding bush and pole beans and corn after last frost date 

17) Direct-seed parsley, which takes 3 weeks to germinate 

18) Begin transplanting tomatoes into the garden, but don’t move them until night temperatures 

consistently stay above 50 degrees! 

19) Set herb transplants into the garden. Be sure to wait until the weather is warm and settled to move 

basil and lemon grass transplants.  

20) Plant strawberries 

21) Start cucumbers inside 

22) Continue sowing radishes, endive, escarole, lettuce and spinach every 2 weeks 
 

May is an exciting time of the year. We welcome spring into our lives. We stroll through our gardens, stopping here and 

there to pull a weed, or admire new shoots on a perennial. We marvel at the persistence of these plants and of the trees, 

which leaf out a bit more each day. We also mourn the loss of some our leafy garden friends and see what needs to be 

done to keep the rest of our plants healthy and thriving through the growing season. Here’s hoping the gardens dry out and 

we can start to dig in the dirt! 

 

 



 
 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for our garden seminar being held on Thursday, May 19 at 7:00 p.m. Danielle 

Thompson (Brown County Soil and Water) will talk about Prairie plants and how we can incorporate them into our 

landscape. This seminar will be held in the conference room at the Brown County Board of Education Building on Hamer 

Road in Georgetown. Remember that all seminars are free and open to the public. 

 

Have you pruned your Forsythia shrubs yet? I am headed out to trim back about a third of the growth so that they aren’t 

reaching out to touch our vehicles as we drive by. The dwarf Red Buckeye tree (Aesculus pavia) is getting ready to open 

its beautiful blooms. And the most exciting news is that our Dogwood tree down by the cabin is actually blooming this 

year! I guess it doesn’t take much to get me excited these days, does it? 

 
 


