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Garlic Mustard – Another Big Bully! 

 

Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

As you walk the woods looking for wildflowers you might notice a “lovely” white blooming plant whose 

crushed leaves smell like garlic. Garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata) is a cool season, herbaceous, biennial herb 

in the mustard family (Brassicaceae), with white four-petaled flowers and long, linear fruits. The first year 

foliage of garlic mustard is a basal rosette (a circular whorl of leaves at the same height), formed of 3 – 8 

rounded to kidney-shaped leaves with wavy toothed margins. It has a wrinkled appearance and stays green all 

winter. In dense populations the first-year leaves may block all sunlight from reaching the ground, thereby 

interfering with any other plants growing in the area. 

  

During the second year, one to several 2 – 4 foot tall flower stalks are produced. Leaves are alternately arranged 

and are heart-shaped to triangular in appearance. Flowers appear in mid to late spring, a cluster of small (1/4 

inch), white flowers with 4 petals at the end of the flower stalk. 

  

According to the OSUE Fact Sheet, Controlling Non-Native Invasive Plants in Ohio’s Forests: Garlic 

Mustard (F-66-10), there is some evidence that garlic mustard roots produce a chemical that inhibits the 

growth of other plants nearby. This suppression of native competitors contributes to the fast rate of spread of 

garlic mustard. 

  

Garlic mustard was first observed in the United States in the mid 1800’s and was introduced form Europe either 

accidentally or intentionally as a cooking herb. 

  

When trying to control garlic mustard, there are only a few options available to the landowner. If the infestation 

is small and not well established, hand pulling plants can be the simplest method to implement. A single plant 

can produce hundreds of seeds and can remain viable in the soil for five years or more, so effective management 

requires a long term commitment.  Do not pile pulled plants where roots will stay moist, as the plants can 

continue to develop. If pulling after plants have begun to flower, the plants need to be bagged since garlic 

mustard seeds can still ripen after the plants are uprooted. Bagged plants should be disposed of either by 

burning or burying deeply where they won’t be disturbed. Be sure not to compost pulled plants! 

  

For more information about other methods of mechanical control and foliar herbicide applications for extensive 

garlic mustard populations, you should refer to the OSUE Fact Sheet (F-66-10) found at ohioline.osu.edu. 

  



 
 

It’s not too late to register for the upcoming training classes to become a Master Gardener Volunteer!  Adams, 

Brown and Highland Counties are combining to present the training starting in October. The cost is $150 and 

the deadline to register is May 31, 2015. A $100 (non-refundable) deposit is required at the time of registration. 

We need a minimum of 10 committed trainees in order to present the 13 training classes. If the minimum of 10 

is not met the $100 deposit will be refunded. The location will be announced at a later date, as we will attempt 

to have the classes in a location that will minimize driving for the majority of participants.   

  

If you have any questions you can contact David Dugan (937-515-2314), Faye Mahaffey 

(fhmgarden@gmail.com), Gayle Chadwell (gaylechad@yahoo.com),  Ray Koch (koch.381@osu.edu), or 

OSUE Brown County office (937-378-6716). 

 To learn more about the OSUE Master Gardeners, be sure to visit our website (mastergardener.osu.edu). 

  

Mark your calendars for the May 21
st
 garden seminar at the Mt. Orab campus of SSCC. Danielle Thompson 

(Brown County Soil and Water) will talk about pests in the garden. 

  

Lettuce and spinach are up! The rain over the weekend makes it impossible to plant anything else. The garden 

diagram is out and my pencil is sharpened! 
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