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Gifts for the Gardener 
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

  

 
“Why is it so warm?” “Should I mow my lawn?” These are just a couple of the questions that gardeners are 

asking each other these days. Who would have thought that we would be enjoying 70 degree temperatures on a 

day of holiday gift shopping? I actually have some brave dandelions blooming in the front yard! I certainly 

can’t enjoy my snowshoes on these types of days, but it has given me a chance to finish up my “to do” list 

without wearing a hat, coat and gloves! 

  

What’s on your gift “wish list” this year? What are the favorite gardening gifts that you have given or received? 

These are the questions I asked my fellow OSUE Master Gardener Volunteers last week and the list includes: 

Garden auger for bulbs that attaches to a cordless drill, garden calendar, Planting Guides, Graph paper (for 

planning beds), Books on butterflies or bees, Felco pruners, Worm Composter, Saved Seeds or Plant Starts from 

garden friends, Birdhouses, Handmade Garden Stones with children/grandchildren’s hand prints or pet’s paw 

prints, Handmade garden art, A promise to help with Spring cleanup and mulching, Pump sprayer, Nice work 

gloves, Gardening books and subscriptions to gardening magazines, SpearHead spade, Ames Hoe 

cultivator/hand tool, Gift card to favorite nursery, Garden Wagon, Reference Books, and a composter. Did you 

get any ideas? My husband always asks me for a “wish list” and then reminds me that I can’t go buy 

ANYTHING on the list before Christmas! 

  

At our December Master Gardener meeting we always have a gift exchange and this year I came home with an 

Ames Hoe cultivator/Hand tool! It is about 14 inches and will be great to use in tight areas for planting and 

cultivating! I am also the proud owner of a SpearHead Spade that I purchased a few years ago at the 

International Master Gardener Conference in Charleston, West Virginia. It was quite a sight to see all of us 

checking out of the hotel with our spades in hand! 

  

I am thankful this time of the year for all my family and friends and especially the delicious canned chili sauce 

stored on the shelves!  

  

 
 


