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As I continue to walk around the property taking notes and prioritizing my “to do” list, I discovered a small tree about 6 feet tall 

with peculiar looking blooms. This was a tree planted by my squirrel friends that was not located in the best of places, but I 

knew that it was worth saving from the wrath of the mower or string trimmer. After watching it for the past couple of years, I 

had decided it was some sort of Hickory tree, but couldn’t tell what kind until this year when I caught it blooming. We are the 

proud “owners” of a Shellbark Hickory tree! 

  

My two favorite reference books for trees, Trees of Ohio Field Guide, and Ohio Trees (Bulletin 700) from The Ohio State 

University Extension, helped me confirm my answer. There was a search on the Internet at the Forestry Division of ODNR’s 

website that helped me identify the Shellbark Hickory’s blooms. 

  

According to the Ohio Trees (Bulleting 700), The shellbark hickory (Carya (Hicoria) laciniosa, is primarily confined to central 

and southern Ohio and is rare in the northern part of the state. It is a member of the Walnut (Juglandaceae) family and can grow 

to 70 – 90 feet. It is similar in appearance to the shagbark hickory, but is smaller in stature. Shellbark hickories tolerate moister 

sites than do the shagbark hickory. The lower branches of this stately hickory are dropping and clothed with large leaves. 

  

The leaves are alternate and pinnately compound, one to two feet long, and almost always display seven wide leaflets (rarely 

five or nine), with fine serrations on their margins. Spring and summer leaf color is medium green to dark yellow-green, while 

fall color is often faded green to chartreuse, but sometimes a brilliant golden-yellow to yellow-brown in excellent seasons. 

  

The fruits of Shellbark Hickory (the largest of the hickories) are composed of an inner sweet kernel, surrounded by a hard-bony 

shell with four to six ribs, surrounded by a thick outer elongated husk that splits into four quarters when ripe. These sweet, huge 

nuts are relished by squirrels. I’m glad that the squirrel who buried a nut on our property forgot about its location! 

  

Like other hickories, its heavy, dense, strong, yet elastic wood is sought after for making tool handles, athletic equipment, 

furniture, construction timbers, and firewood, and its wood chips are utilized in the smoking of meats. 

  

The good news is that Shellbark Hickories are virtually disease and pest-free. The bad news? The trees can send down a 

constant rain of leaflets, dead twigs, immature fruits, husks, and debris from squirrel feeding from mid-summer until late 

autumn, presenting a constant clean-up chore and mowing hazard when it is found in urban areas. 

I guess that I have a new item on my “to do” list! 

  

It was interesting to read about other Hickory trees in Ohio. The list includes: Bitternut Hickory, Shagbark Hickory, Pignut 

Hickory, Red Hickory, Mockernut Hickory and Shellbark Hickory. 

  

I can remember going with my Grandpa to pick up Hickory nuts at a neighbor’s house and later enjoying a delicious cake baked 

by Grammy. I wonder if that tree is still there? It might be time for a road trip! 

  

Have gardening questions or problems? Be sure to email your gardening questions to Brown County Master Gardener, Mike 

Hannah, at mhannah1951@gmail.com. Be sure to include your phone number as well as any photographs pertaining to your 

questions. 

  

It looks like we have a few dry days ahead of us! Hopefully the frosts are finished and I can start planting! 
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