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Howls in the Night 

Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

One early morning as I drove to work a large animal ran across the road in front of me. I wasn’t sure what I had 

seen. Was it a dog? My imagination ran wild! It actually looked more like a wolf! When I got to school 

someone asked if it could have been a coyote. We looked it up in the encyclopedia (no Google or smart phones 

yet) and sure enough that was it! Later in the week there was an article in the local newspaper about coyote 

sightings in that same area. 

 

Our property is along a creek with some ravines so we have perfect habitat for wildlife. Deer, turkeys and an 

occasional coyote will cross our lawn on their way to a near-by field. In the evenings during the summer we 

enjoy the sounds of yipping and howling coyotes. Miss Kitty usually runs to the basement when she hears the 

howls.  
 

What do you know about coyotes? We all have seen the shocking news footage showing a pet being carried off 

by a coyote in an urban area.  Stanley D. Gehrt, OSU Associate Professor of Wildlife Ecology and Extension 

Wildlife Specialist, author of OSUE Factsheet W-24-12 (available at ohioline.osu.edu), Urban Coyotes: 

Conflict and Management, provides information about coyotes and causes of conflicts. Gehrt explains that 

coyotes can function as a top predator in urban environments, assisting with controlling deer, rodent, and 

Canada goose populations. 
 

Would you like to learn more about coyotes? Carol Cartaino, the author of Myths and Truths About Coyotes: 

What you Need to Know about America’s Most Misunderstood Predator, will be the speaker at our 

November 19
th

 garden seminar and will answer all and any questions about the coyotes in our midst. As coyotes 

have spread across the country, making themselves at home in every state now except Hawaii, and in every city 

and suburb in the nation as well as the countryside, questions and concerns about them have proliferated. 
 

How did they get here? How much do I need to worry about them? Are they likely to harm my cat, my dog, or 

my rabbits? What about my sheep, goats, cattle, or poultry? Where do they actually live, and what do they eat?   
 

What can I do to prevent problems with coyotes? What should I do if I encounter a coyote myself? What can I 

do if I have a problem coyote? 
 

All of these questions, and more, will be answered by author, Carol Cartaino at the November 19
th

 garden 

seminar being held at 7:00 p.m. at the Mt. Orab campus of Southern State Community College in room 107. 

Remember that all seminars are free and open to the public.  
 

Will the leaves ever stop falling? We have been raking and shredding for what seems an eternity! 

  
 


