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It’s a Great Time to Read about Gardening! 
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

The fire in the wood stove reminds me that it is time to catch up on all those magazines and books that have been 

carefully stacked beside my chair. There’s nothing better than watching the snowflakes fall and reading about red-ripe 

tomatoes or new flowers for the garden! 

 

My favorite “must read as soon as it arrives” magazine is the “Ohio Gardener”. Pam Bennett, state coordinator for the 

OSUE Master Gardener Volunteers, is a contributing writer and answers gardening questions in her column, Ask the 

Expert. 

 

Some gardeners are getting rid of their books and just using the Internet as their source when researching, but I am still the 

reader who wants to hold that book in her hands and study the pictures and re-read phrases that could shed some light on 

gardening questions. I have a few “apps” on my smart phone, but have to admit that I don’t utilize them like I should. 

  

When I visit a bookstore I head straight to the gardening reference books and start looking for new titles. It seems that one 

butterfly book just doesn’t provide all the needed information, so I have ended up with about 10 favorites that cover life 

cycle, host plants, etc. So goes it with wildflowers, mushrooms, prairie plants….get the picture? 

  

When I headed down to my book room to choose a few of my favorite gardening books it soon became a challenge to 

limit my choices to 4. 

 

These books are on the shelf with other frequently referenced books.  My list includes: 

 

1. “Garden-pedia” co-authored by Pam Bennett and Maria Zampini, presents more than 300 of the most common   

               garden terms you’ll encounter. This authoritative guide is destined to be the reference of choice for gardeners   

               everywhere. 

2. “Field Guide to Nature of the Midwest”, authored by Ken Kaufman, Jeff Sayre, and Kimberly Kaufman, is a  

               handy reference book that will help identify all your nature discoveries, including birds, mammals, trees,  

               wildflowers, insects, reptiles, amphibians, fish, spiders, mushrooms, ferns, grasses, even constellations overhead  

               and rocks underfoot! 

3. “Back to Eden – Landscaping with Native Plants”, written by Frank W. Porter, reminds gardeners how important  

               it is to use native plants in your gardening efforts and why their survival is so important. 

4. “The Backyard Parables – lessons on gardening, and life”, written by Margaret Roach, is truly a book about  

               gardening and life. Each chapter addresses a season with its challenges and rewards. (I have to admit I had a hard  

               time choosing between this book and my other favorite Roach book, “A Way to Garden”.)  

 

What are your favorite “reads”?  I am a sucker for books filled with color photographs. My reference books with black 

and white drawings have moved to the bottom shelf because I just can’t stand to get rid of them! I think another bookshelf 

should be on my gift list this year! 

  

 


