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June is the month to finish up the planting and begin the general maintenance work that will keep larger projects 

to a minimum. Ok, that being said, this has not been a normal spring for me, and I am only getting started on 

planting! The grass is green, flowerbeds are filling and perennials, trees, and shrubs are blooming. The Catalpa 

blooms are spectacular this year. Rain is usually plentiful in June, but in a dry year, newly planted annuals and 

perennials may need supplemental watering until they become established. A deep watering is more beneficial 

than a light one. Moisture that penetrates the soil thoroughly helps the growth of roots buried deep in the 

ground. Watering lightly encourages the growth of roots at the top of the soil, where they experience acute 

stress during a drought. Watering early in the day allows the sun to dry the leaves of your plants, to help ward 

off the growth of fungal disease like black spot or powdery mildew on foliage. Avoid watering at midday when 

the sun is most intense, since a good portion of the water will evaporate before it can help the plant. 

  

My favorite garden almanac’s list of gardening tasks for June includes: 10 Weed planting beds as necessary and 

sprinkle a “Pre-emergent” (if desired), 2) Throw healthy garden clippings onto the compost pile, 3) Deadhead 

repeat-blooming roses to encourage more flowers, 4) Spray roses early and regularly to prevent fungal diseases, 

5) Dig or pull out excess perennials and share with a friend, 6) Pinch back chrysanthemums when 4 to 6 inches 

high, 7) Continue direct-seeding vegetable crops, and 8) Keep an eye on your tomato plants and spray a 

protectant fungicide when necessary. For effective fungicides and spray schedules, consult the Ohio Vegetable 

Production Guide (OSU Extension Bulletin 672). Remember to read and follow all label instructions. 

  

Author and Gardener, Margaret Roach, shares a great tip in her newsletter, A Way to Garden. “Make a pass, 

with hand or hoe, through each garden bed each week, since weeds are not just unsightly, but steal moisture, 

nutrients and light from desired plants.” I know that my vegetable garden stays mostly weed free because of 

taking that pass through with my hoe every few days. Remember that checking in on each of your garden beds 

will keep you ahead of the weed, disease, and insect battles. 

  

Have you considered including more “Edibles” in your flower beds? A recent article in Midwest Living 

suggests that we “Eat the Yard”! Some of their ideas include: Growing Up – Garden structures raise your square 

footage. Plant grapes on a patio pergola or arbor along a garden path, Comeback Kids – Rhubarb’s bold leaves 

and blueberry’s fall foliage can hold their own in perennial flower beds, Tasty Buds – Some top Midwest 

flowers are also edible, like nasturtiums, daylilies, pansies, and bee balm, and Step In Thyme – Tolerant of light 

foot traffic, thyme makes a savory carpet around stepping-stones on little-used paths. 

  

Don’t forget to email your gardening questions to Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer, Mike Hannah, at 

mhannah1951@gmail.com. 

 

June is an exciting time in the garden. It’s just hard to believe it is here already! Where did May go? 
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