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June’s List of Garden Tasks 

Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
The weeds are growing by leaps and bounds in my flower beds! The good news is that I am not surrendering in this daily 

battle. The mulch is ready for the newly weeded areas as well as the pre-emergent granules. (Just remember NOT to 

sprinkle those granules where you want re-seeding to take place.) My tomatoes are in the ground, mulched, caged and 

looking great. The “rabbit patch” garden is packed full and the deer haven’t discovered that all they have to do is step over 

the rabbit fence. I am keeping my fingers crossed! 

 

My June list of gardening tasks includes: 

 Water newly planted plants and transplants 

 Do the watering early in the morning 

 Weed planting beds as necessary and sprinkle a “Pre-emergent” 

 Throw healthy garden clippings onto the compost pile 

 Deadhead repeat-blooming roses to encourage more flowers 

 Spray roses early and regularly to prevent fungal diseases 

 Dig or pull out excess perennials and share with a friend 

 Pinch back chrysanthemums when 4 to 6 inches high – Don’t let them form flower buds before mid-July 

 Continue direct-seeding vegetable crops 

 Keep an eye on your tomato plants and spray a protectant fungicide when necessary. For effective fungicides 

and spray schedules consult the Ohio Vegetable Production Guide (OSU Extension Bulletin 672). 

 

Here are a few facts about watering your plants. A deep watering is more beneficial than a light one; moisture that 

penetrates the soil thoroughly helps the growth of roots buried deep in the ground. Watering lightly encourages the growth 

of roots at the top of the soil, where they experience acute stress during a drought. Watering early in the day allows the 

sun to dry the leaves of your plants, to help ward off the growth of fungal disease like black spot or powdery mildew on 

foliage. Avoid watering at midday when the sun is most intense, since a good portion of the water will evaporate before it 

can help the plant. 

  

This year might be the time to consider more drought resistant plants for your gardens. Two informative Fact Sheets 

available at http://ohioline.osu.edu are Drought Resistance in the Home Landscape (HYG-1643-94) and General 

Maintenance of Herbaceous Ornamentals (HYG-1236-98). 

  

As you mulch your landscape this year, remember that mulch should never be placed against tree trunks. This practice 

promotes rot and disease. If you mulch around the base of a tree, make sure the mulch is no more than ½ inch thick near 

the base of the trunk. If your tree looks like it is coming out of a “volcano” of mulch, be sure to bring that mulch away 

from the trunk!!! 

  

Remember to e-mail your gardening questions to Mike Hannah at mhannah2@msn.com. 

  

Here’s hoping June brings us a great gardening month! 
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