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June’s List of Gardening Tasks  
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

Are you finally able to stick those plants in the ground that you have been caring for in your staging area? As 

the skies turned dark and the thunder started rumbling I rushed to get 10 tomato plants in the dirt before the rain 

came pouring down! The rest of the plants are still sitting under the carport and hopefully I can get back into the 

garden soon. No seeds have been planted yet, so my beans will be late this summer. I had hoped to get the 

“rabbit patch” fence moved so that I could rotate crops this year, but that will have to wait until next year. The 

milkweed plants are getting ready to bloom, and the volunteer parsley and cilantro plants have already bloomed. 

I am anxiously awaiting the appearance of the garlic scapes, and it won’t be long before I get the jelly jars out to 

make strawberry freezer jam. It’s time to get my list started! 

  

I was happy to find time to get most of my herb containers planted and my pots of annuals on the porch. I had 

been the lucky recipient of some perennials from a friend that is moving and the weather allowed me to get 

those stuck in the ground. As I head out to plant I gather my tools from the potting shed, containers for water, (I 

had dragging a hose) buckets of mulch, bag of potting soil, compost, tub for weeds, water, sunscreen, and 

garden gloves and load up my John Deere Gator. My “potting shed on wheels” helps me get my chores 

accomplished more quickly and provides a welcome seat in the shade for a drink of cold water. I used to have a 

garden cart that I used, but this upgrade makes me a much happier gardener these days. 

  

Have you accomplished everything on your May garden task list? I haven’t, but we need to consider the items 

on June’s chore list that includes: 

 

Water newly planted plants and transplants 

Do the watering early in the morning 

Weed planting beds as necessary and sprinkle a “Pre-emergent” 

Throw healthy garden clippings onto the compost pile 

Spray roses early and regularly to prevent fungal diseases 

Dig or pull out excess perennials and share with a friend 

Pinch back chrysanthemums when 4 to 6 inches high 

Continue direct-seeding vegetable crops 

Keep an eye on your tomato plants and spray a protectant fungicide when necessary.  

 

It seems that this growing season will be another interesting challenge. Rain, cold, extreme heat and humidity, 

wind, hail, and we are just heading into June! Here’s hoping that we have a fantastic month of gardening ahead 

of us! 
 


