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“Ohio is a bird-rich state, with about 425 species recorded to date”, according to Jim McCormac, Avian 

Education Specialist, ODNR Division of Wildlife. In the winter edition of the Wild Ohio Magazine, McCormac 

reminds readers that Ohio’s bird list constitutes a big chunk of the 950-plus species recorded in North America 

north of Mexico. Our bird diversity speaks to the range of habitats found in Ohio: western prairies, Lake Erie, 

the Ohio River, and Appalachian foothills. The Ohio bird list continues to grow and one or two species are 

added each year. 

 

McCormac continues, “There is something in human nature that emphasizes an interest in the rare and unusual. 

Unfortunately, people tend to focus on rare individuals and can become dulled to the commonplace, even 

though many of the most abundant animals are also the most beautiful. As important as protecting the rarest of 

the rare is, it is also important to keep common species common.” 

 

The article then lists some interesting facts about the top 11 breeding birds in Ohio by abundance. I will start 

with the top 5 that includes:  (1) American Robin (6.6 million) One of our most widely recognized song-birds; 

member of the Thrush family; a fixture in nearly every habitat, from urban lawns to remote forests. (2) Song 

Sparrow  (5 million) A secretive species; beautiful melodic songs; lurk in dense cover. (3) Chipping Sparrow 

(3.5 million) Mirror robins in their ability to colonize a great diversity of landscapes; the smallest of Ohio’s 11 

species of nesting sparrows; the dry, monotone trill of the chipping sparrow is often the first song one hears 

when stepping outside the house on a summer morning. (4) House Sparrow (3.4 million) The nonnative house 

sparrow’s presence is a case of attempted biological control gone awry- released in the latter half of the 19
th

 

century in hopes that they would feed on agricultural pest insects. Instead, they feed mostly on vegetable matter, 

and  (5) Common Grackle (2.6 million) Big and Bold, grackles are a familiar sight in suburban yards and 

greatly benefited by the clearing of Ohio’s original forests and the resultant opening of the landscape. In the 

first checklist of Ohio birds, published in 1838 by Jared Kirtland, he discussed its importance in controlling 

insect pests in crop fields.  

  

Next week I will finish up the list of the top 11 breeding birds in Ohio and tackle a couple Resolutions for the 

coming growing season! 

  

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for the January 21, 2016, garden seminar hosted by the OSUE Brown 

County Master Gardener Volunteers. Christine Tailer will talk about the history of making maple syrup. 

Remember that all seminars are free and open to the public and meet from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in room 107. 

  

I think it’s time to look at some seed catalogs and start dreaming about sun-ripened tomatoes! 

  
 


