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According to the Smithsonian Institution, the top six invasive plant species in the United States includes: 1) Purple 

loosestrife, Origin: Europe and temperate Asia; 2) Japanese honeysuckle, Origin: Eastern Asia; 3) Japanese barberry, 

Origin: Japan; 4) Norway maple, Origin: Europe; 5) English Ivy, Origin: Europe; and 6) Kudzu, Origin: China, Japan and 

the Pacific Islands. 

 

Invasives are non-native species that are introduced into an ecosystem where, without natural controls (competition, 

predation, disease or parasites), they flourish and multiply with devastating effects on the native environs. 

 

In forests, plants such as garlic mustard, Amur and Japanese honeysuckle, and buckthorn are on the march and forestry 

and recreational activities spread seed to other woodlots. According to Brian Collins, in a recent issue of Cabin Life,” 

Once established, the invasive species wipe our biological diversity in the ground cover and shrub layers of a forest, 

inhibiting the regeneration of forest trees.” 

 

Garden-pedia authors, Bennett and Zampini, define an Invasive as “a non-native species that is introduced to an 

ecosystem that causes or likely causes economic or environmental harm or harm to human health. The dictionary uses 

words like invading or tending to invade, intrusive, or this statement: “Characterized by or involving invasion; offensive.” 

All of these terms might be used in gardening in reference to plants that have a tendency to be bullies. Plants that take 

over an area can be considered invasive, or some might call them aggressive. The government, of course, gives a much 

longer definition of an invasive species. A true invasive plant is something that gardeners should be aware of, be able to 

identify and remove, if possible, before it causes damage to an ecosystem. For more information on invasive species that 

might be found in your area, go to www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov.” 

 

What can you do as a gardener? Try to replace non-natives with native plants whenever possible! The Midwest Invasive 

Plant Network (MIPN.org) lists Invasive species with suggested alternatives to use in your landscape. The Nature 

Conservancy (www.nature.org) and The Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Natural Areas and Preserves 

(www.ohiodnr.com/dnap) also provide information on management of invasives as well as native alternatives. 

 

If you would like to learn more about invasives in our landscapes, plan to attend the March 19
th
 garden seminar at the Mt. 

Orab campus of Southern State Community College from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Remember that all seminars are free and 

open to the public. We are hoping for good weather, but as always, be sure to check Southern State Community College’s 

website for any closings! 

 

Are there bullies lurking in your landscape? Garlic mustard, Japanese honeysuckle, and English ivy are at the top of my 

list. That little start of English Ivy that I innocently planted on a hillside 20 years ago has now turned into an “army” of 

ivy ready to take on the next hillside! 

 

I actually dug in the dirt today! I planted some twigs of Pussy willow in a container with some pansies, chives and 

parsley. As the snow finally melts it is beginning to feel like spring might be coming after all! 

http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/
http://www.nature.org/
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