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Learning about Bees on September 17 
 

Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

After being invited to a friend’s home for a cook-out, I decided to pick some tomatoes and take a favorite dish 

of ours – Tomatoes, Fresh Mozzarella cheese, Basil and Balsamic Vinaigrette. I headed to the Herb bed along 

the front porch to pick some Basil leaves. I allowed this Basil to bloom and I was excited to see lots of bee 

activity on the plant. Of course, I had to wait my turn at the Basil plant. I am not very accomplished at 

identifying different bees, but I counted at least 4 “varieties” enjoying the purple blooms. 
 

In June I wrote about the Million Pollinator Challenge and how we can help by increasing the number of 

pollinator-friendly gardens and landscapes. As you start planning for next year’s gardens think about adding 

some native plants and perhaps some new trees or shrubs. Get that journal out and start dreaming! 
 

Would you like to learn more about bees, bee-keeping and how to plan a garden that benefits bees? Mark your 

calendar and plan to attend our first garden seminar being held on Thursday, September 17 at 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 

p.m. in the Community Room at the Mt. Orab campus of Southern State Community College. Gary Keuffer, 

OSUE Brown County Master Gardener and member of the Brown County Beekeepers Association will be 

discussing the importance of bees and beekeeping. Chris Dresel, Vice President of the Brown County 

Beekeepers Association will be presenting information on gardening to benefit bees. They will also be 

discussing a “non-traditional” way to keep bees! Remember that all seminars are free and open to the public. 
 

Honeybees and plants have a special relationship. Each benefits the other. Flowering plants provide food for 

honeybees; in turn, bees provide pollination for many plants, enabling them to reproduce.  
 

There is an informative OSUE Fact Sheet (HYG-2168-98), Some Ohio Nectar and Pollen Producing Plants, 

which provides a list of plants that provide Pollen and Nectar for pollinators, as well as their bloom dates. 
 

Don’t forget that September is the month of “opportunities” for gardeners. Do you have some perennials that 

need to be divided? Just be sure that you water in those transplants. I have some plants that need to be put in the 

ground, but I am waiting for the temperature to drop a bit.  
 

I counted 8 new Monarch Caterpillars on my Swamp Milkweed today and my Bronze Fennel has Swallowtail 

Caterpillars on it! Surprising what simple things excite me these days! 

 


