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Have you ever walked past a tree covered with a gray or brown “substance” and wondered what it was? A few weeks ago 

I went on a hike in the Caesar’s Creek gorge with a group of Lichen enthusiasts. It was quite a site as we huddled around a 

tree with our hand lenses. I’m sure the other hikers were wondering what we were “ooohing and ahhhhing” about.  

The leader of this lichen expedition was Robert Klips, a professor in the Department of Evolution, Ecology, and 

Organismal Biology at The Ohio State University at Marion, and photographer for the newly released field guide, 

Common Lichens of Ohio. 

  

According to the field guide, lichens are one of the most interesting, yet least understood groups of organisms. They are 

present almost everywhere and are one of the most widely-distributed entities in nature. People walk past them every day 

without noticing them or the animals frequently associated with them. Lichens are found in many colors such as gray, 

brown, yellow-green, yellow and orange. A few lichens turn green when wet, but usually if something is green it is not a 

lichen. 

  

Lichens are a good example of symbiosis – two different organisms living together in close proximity, with both partners 

benefiting from this association. In the case of a lichen, the two partners are a fungus and an alga. Each lichen species has 

a different species of fungus, but the same species of algae could be present in scores of different lichens. 

  

Lichens are one of the most widely distributed of all organisms, second only to bacteria. They are estimated to be the 

dominant life form on around 8% of the world’s land surface. This includes the Arctic and Antarctic and high mountain 

areas where nothing else can grow. 

  

Good places to see lichens are the Shawnee State Forest and most of the state parks in southern Ohio. Try a sunny 

roadside bank with scattered trees or a picnic area with scattered trees. Remember, lichens need plenty of sunlight. Look 

for fallen limbs, these usually have several different lichens. 

  

Want to learn more? You can visit the website of the Ohio Moss and Lichen Association at www.ohiomosslichen.org. 

Also available at OSUE Ohioline, Special Circular 195, 10 Things You Should Know About Lichens, provides lots of 

interesting information about lichens. 

  

You can also order your own copy of the field guide, Common Lichens of Ohio (Publication 5473) from the Ohio 

Department of Natural Resources Division of Wildlife. 

  

It’s not too late to register for the upcoming training classes to become a Master Gardener Volunteer! Adams, Brown and 

Highland Counties are combining to present the training starting in October. The cost is $150 and the deadline to register 

is May 31, 2015. A $100 (non-refundable) deposit is required at the time of registration. We need a minimum of 10  

http://www.ohiomosslichen.org/


 
 

committed trainees in order to present the 13 training classes. If the minimum of 10 is not met, the $100 deposit will be 

refunded. The location will be announced at a later date, as we will attempt to have the classes in a location that will 

minimize driving for the majority of participants.  

 

If you have any questions you can contact David Dugan (937-515-2314), Faye Mahaffey (fhmgarden@gmail.com), Gayle 

Chadwell (gaylechad@yahoo.com), Ray Koch (koch.381@osu.edu), or the OSUE Brown County office (937-378-6716). 

  

Interested in Organic Gardening? Plan to attend the April 16
th
 garden seminar at the Mt. Orab campus of Southern State 

Community College from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. Remember that all seminars are free and open to the public. 

  

I have seed potatoes and onion sets ready to plant, but my garden soil is not dry enough! Rain…rain…go away! 
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