
 

 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For 

more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 

brown.osu.edu 

 

 

 

Mad about Mushrooms? 
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

                                                   OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 

As you know by now, I love to wander in the woods. One of my favorite quotes is, “all who wander are not 

lost”. We have been known to “bush whack” as we call it in the Mahaffey family, but never have we been truly 

lost (so far). You also know that sometimes my husband tires of our stopping at every plant, tree, insect, 

mushroom, etc. to take notes and photographs. He knows he’s in for a slow hike when I pull out the reference 

books and stuff them in my backpack. When it comes to identifying mushrooms and fungi, I always have my 

Peterson Field Guide to Mushrooms or my handy Pocket Naturalist Guide to Mushrooms.  

  

We love to hunt for Morels, but that is the extent of trying to eat any other mushrooms because I want to be safe 

rather than sorry!  

  

Would you like to learn more about mushrooms? Mark your calendars for the October 19 garden seminar being 

hosted by the OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteers at the Mt. Orab campus of Southern State 

Community College. All seminars are free and open to the public from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in Room 107. 

  

“Discovering Mushrooms in Sardinia, OH” is a Power point presentation of beautiful photos of fungi taken 

over a 28-year period by Flower White at the 135-acre family farm on Hamer Road and at the Sardinia Rest 

Stop on Route 32. During this presentation you will learn about the various categories of mushrooms, how to 

Identify, how to photograph, their habitats and their importance. Flower White is a self-taught Naturalist and 

member of the Ohio Mushroom Society, Cincinnati Bird Club, Cincinnati Wildflower Preservation Society, 

Cincinnati Nature Center, Secretary for the Greater Cincinnati Herpetological Society and is a graduate of the 

American Floral Art School and Xavier University, and studies Moths. 

  

Racing around like a crazy person in your yard? Can’t decide what to do first? Join the club! One of my favorite 

garden bloggers, Margaret Roach urges gardens to her 7-point challenge to stay focused. 

1. Leave especially ornamental or wildlife-friendly plants standing. 

2. Remove sickly things first. Destroy the debris to minimize next year’s issues with squash bugs, cabbage 

worms, voles, and other pests and diseases. 

3. Stabilize woody plants: Identify any vulnerable limbs, removing broken or dead branches. 

4. Gather leaves, and even start a leaves-only compost pile. 

5. Late-season lawn care: Do your heavy raking now and overseed if there’s still time where you live. 

6. Protect or store weather-vulnerable pots. 

7. Weed!!!! Even if you can’t weed, exactly, deadhead your weeds now and discard the seeds. Fewer seeds 

now, fewer weeds next year! 

 

So, keep focused and make a list! The rain is giving us a chance to prioritize the most important tasks. I have 

been working in the front yard this week since that is my view every time I walk to the mailbox!  

 


