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The snow has melted and now we enter the season of muddy, mushy lawns and flower beds. I have begun my 

daily “walk about” to check on what is emerging and have only found the Magic lilies peeking through the soil. 

I have also noticed an abundance of cool – season weeds. Cool- season weeds are things like creeping Charlie, 

various cresses and others – that love cold weather, emerge quickly usually flower early, and set and disperse 

seed long before most gardeners have come along and smothered them with early summer application of mulch. 

Scott Beuerlein, Horticulturalist at the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Gardens, shares in his Region report in the 

Ohio Gardener magazine, “This year I am planning to mulch very early, like in March early. Although this 

may indeed keep the soil cold and wet, I’ll live with those consequences in order to inflict a blow on those early 

weeds.” 

 

It’s time to get out that garden journal that you worked on last year! March is the month that begins the display 

of spring bulbs. To ensure a long and spectacular display next spring, start a list of what bulbs bloom in your 

garden. Note exactly when each plant blooms, its location in the garden, and what colors are springing up. In 

late summer and fall, when the bulb catalogs arrive, you will be able to look for species and cultivars that will 

add color when and where you need it most. Careful selection is the secret to extending the bloom time of 

daffodils and tulips from early spring to almost early summer. Order a selection of cultivars described in 

catalogs aw “early”, “midseason”, and “late”. Don’t be like me….I always have spring “regrets” about not 

planting more bulbs last fall. 

 

I hope to cut down the ornamental grasses this week. This is not a small job since I have added my “Wind 

Garden”, but the benefits outweigh the negatives. I love the sights and sounds of this special part of my gardens. 

 

Don’t forget that the garden seminar, Starting Seeds, was re-scheduled for Thursday, March 26, at the Mt. 

Orab Campus of Southern State Community College from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. All garden seminars are free 

and open to the public. 

 

Interested in becoming a Master Gardener Volunteer? We hope to offer training classes this fall beginning in 

October. More details to follow next week! 

  
 


