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We all know that March days are unpredictable in Ohio when it comes to the weather. Some days we will hide 

inside, wondering if winter will ever end. While other days we work or play outside as the warmth of the sun 

reminds us that spring is just around the corner! 
  

March is a great time to accomplish simple tasks in the yard, to temporarily satisfy our spring lust. Here are 

some suggestions: 1) Rake any leaves that escaped fall cleanup, 2) Take a garden tool and power equipment 

inventory, 3) Stop drooling over the seed catalogs and place an order, 4) Sketch the vegetable garden plot, 

remembering to rotate crops every couple of years, 5) Prune off any growth on your trees and shrubs that was 

damaged over winter, 6) Begin sowing those seeds that will need 8 to 10 weeks indoors before transplanting, 7) 

Don’t prune spring-blooming shrubs, except to correct problems, 8) Continue inspecting houseplants and plants 

overwintered indoors for pests and diseases, 9) Finish pruning fall-bearing raspberries, and 10) At the end of the 

month, or when the dirt is “crumbly”, till the vegetable garden.  
  

Each spring as the daffodils begin emerging in my landscape, I always voice regret that I didn’t plant more 

bulbs last fall. By the end of the growing season I am usually tired of digging in the dirt and opt not to plant 

more bulbs. To ensure a long and spectacular display next spring, start a list of what bulbs bloom in your garden 

this season. Note exactly when each plant blooms, its location in the garden, and what colors are springing up. 

In late summer and fall, when the bulb catalogs arrive, look for species and cultivars that will add color when 

and where you need it most. Careful selection is the secret to extending the bloom time of daffodils and tulips 

from early spring to almost early summer. Order a selection of cultivars described in catalogs as “early,” 

“midseason”, and “late.”  Don’t be like me and have regret over what didn’t get planted last year! 
  

Also mark your calendars for the March 17th gardening seminar about Birds being held at the Mt. Orab campus 

of Southern State Community College. Remember that all seminars are free and open to the public and are held 

in room 107 from 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. Bob Thobaben will talk about identifying birds in your backyard, as 

well as how to attract them to your landscape.  Since March weather is still unpredictable, be sure to check for 

early closing at www.sscc.edu. If SSCC closes early, the seminar will be cancelled. 
  

Every day we have a few more minutes of daylight. It won’t be long before we can dig in the dirt and start 

battling the weeds. Are you dreaming of sun-warmed tomatoes fresh off the vine? 
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