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March’s List for the Garden 

Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 
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March is the month that begins the display of spring bulbs. To ensure a long and spectacular display next 

spring, start a list of what bulbs bloom in your garden this season. Be sure to tuck that list in your Garden 

Journal! Note exactly when each plant blooms, its location in the garden, and what colors are springing up. In 

late summer and fall, when the bulb catalogs arrive, you will be able to look for species and cultivars that will 

add color when and where you need it most. Careful selection is the secret to extending the bloom time of 

daffodils and tulips from early spring to almost early summer. Order a selection of cultivars described in 

catalogs as “early”, “midseason”, and “late”. I am always the gardener that has spring “regrets” about not 

planting bulbs last fall. 
  

The snow has melted and now we enter the season of muddy, mushy lawns and flower beds. Here are some 

tasks we need to consider for the month of March: 1) Begin sowing those seeds that will need 8 to 10 weeks 

indoors before transplanting, 2) test and tune up gasoline-powered equipment, 3) continue pruning dormant 

trees, 4) continue inspecting houseplants and plants over-wintered indoors for pests and diseases, 5) finish 

pruning fall-bearing raspberries, prune blueberries, currants, and fruit trees, 6) at the end of the month, or when 

the earth is “crumbly”, till the vegetable garden, 7) cut back ornamental grasses, 8) rake and dispose of winter’s 

accumulation of leaves and other debris, and 9) turn your compost. 
  

We usually receive phone calls at the OSU Extension office about whether or not to prune spring-blooming 

shrubs. Wait to do major pruning until after they have flowered, but cut back long shoots and remove dead 

wood anytime. 
  

The weather is confusing everything! On Friday I actually turned the air conditioning on for a few hours. On 

Saturday I started a fire in the wood stove. Welcome to Ohio! One of my friends called it “Sprinter” (a little 

Spring and a little Winter). 
  

One of my favorite garden bloggers, Margaret Roach, summed it up by saying, “The garden season hasn’t really 

started, and I am already utterly confused!” 
  

Mark your Calendars for our March 16
th

 garden seminar being held at the Mt. Orab campus of Southern State 

Community College in Room 107 starting at 7:00 p.m. Dale Dyer, Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer, 

will talk about the Heritage Gardens at the Ohio Governor’s Residence in Bexley. All seminars are free and 

open to the public. Be sure to check SSCC’s website for closings due to winter weather at www.sscc.edu. If 

SSCC is closed, the seminar is cancelled. 
  

My daily walk to the mailbox is revealing more and more weeds sprouting up! I’m not sure I am ready to go to 

battle yet. How about you? 
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