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May is certainly an exciting time for gardeners. We walk around the garden welcoming our favorite “friends” 

back from their winter sleep and mourn the loss of those who didn’t survive the cold. We must remind ourselves 

that loss is just another opportunity to try something new in the garden! 

  

Pam Bennett’s check list for May, from the Ohio Gardener magazine, includes: 1) Thin seedlings on your 

cool-season crops (lettuce, spinach and others). Use the seedlings that you pulled in a salad of micro greens; 2) 

Put your broadleaf weed control and second application of fertilizer on the lawn at the end of the month; 3) 

Plant your warm-season flowers and vegetables; 4) Transplant any houseplants that need it before you move 

them outside for the season; 5) In mid to late May, plant summer-blooming bulbs as the soil warms up; and 6) 

Mulch perennial beds after the soil warms up. 

  

My checklist also includes: 1) Weed your beds thoroughly before they get out of hand; 2) Prune shrubs that 

flower in early spring right after they bloom; 3) Reseed bare spots in the lawn; 4) Continue sowing radishes, 

endive, escarole, lettuce and spinach every 2 weeks; 5) Begin transplanting tomatoes into the garden, but don’t 

move them until night temperatures consistently stay above 50 degrees; 6) Start planting tender annuals 

outdoors after the last frost date; and 7) Finish dividing summer and fall-blooming perennials. 

  

Is your garden journal handy? Have you started to prioritize your “to do” list? My husband and I enjoyed the 

sunny weekend weather and created some fun garden “bling” using treasures from the old barn. The great 

Garlic Mustard pull was put off for a few days so that we could play. 

  

I have a special spot in my vegetable garden that I call the Rabbit Patch. We have put a critter fence up so that 

the tender lettuce, cabbage, spinach, broccoli, and other delicious rabbit favorites can grow without being 

nibbled to the ground. This year I have even planted some trees in pots and placed them in the Rabbit Patch for 

protection. 

  

Do you have pests that visit your garden or landscape? Mark your calendar for the May 21
st
 garden seminar at 

the Mt. Orab campus of Southern State Community College. Danielle Thompson (Brown County Soil and 

Water) will be talking about garden pests and ways to live peacefully with the wildlife that visit our gardens. 

   

 

 



 
 

It’s not too late to register for the upcoming training classes to become a Master Gardener Volunteer!  Adams, 

Brown and Highland Counties are combining to present the training starting in October. The cost is $150 and 

the deadline to register is May 31, 2015. A $100 (non-refundable) deposit is required at the time of registration. 

We need a minimum of 10 committed trainees in order to present the 13 training classes. If the minimum of 10 

is not met the $100 deposit will be refunded. The location will be announced at a later date, as we will attempt 

to have the classes in a location that will minimize driving for the majority of participants.   

  

If you have any questions you can contact David Dugan (937-515-2314), Faye Mahaffey 

(fhmgarden@gmail.com), Gayle Chadwell (gaylechad@yahoo.com),  Ray Koch (koch.381@osu.edu), or 

OSUE Brown County office (937-378-6716). 

 To learn more about the OSUE Master Gardeners, be sure to visit our website (mastergardener.osu.edu). 

  

What are your challenges in the garden? Your list might include: Maintaining a healthy lawn, Plant disease, Not 

enough time, Drought, Soil conditions, Watering, Weeds or Insect pests. As gardeners, we try to overcome 

these challenges each growing season, but we don’t always win every battle that is wages. Prioritize your list 

and be sure to enjoy your time outside! 

  

Don’t forget to email your gardening questions to OSUE Brown County Master Gardener, Mike Hannah, at 

mhannah2@msn.com. 
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