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June 19-25 has been designated National Pollinator Week by the US Department of Agriculture and the US 

Department of the Interior. 

  

What exactly is Pollination? According to the Pollinator Partnership website, Pollination occurs when pollen grains 

are moved between two flowers of the same species, or within a single flower, by wind or animals that are 

pollinators. Successful pollination, which may require visits by multiple pollinators to a single flower, results in 

healthy fruit and fertile seeds, allowing plants to reproduce. Without pollinators, we simply wouldn’t have many 

crops! About 75% of all flowering plants rely on animal pollinators and over 200,000 species of animals act as 

pollinators. Of those, about 1,000 are hummingbirds, bats, and small mammals. The rest are insects such as beetles, 

bees, ants, wasps, butterflies, and moths.  

  

Bees tend to at least 2,000 flowers daily, with tiny wings beating 10,000 times per minute, carrying pollen, and 

dramatically assisting our food supply. The annual value of insect pollinated crops according to a Cornell study is 

$29 billion per year to US farm income! 

  

What you can do for pollinators: 

 Create a pollinator-friendly garden habitat in just a few simple steps. Design your garden so that there is a 

continuous succession of plants flowering from spring through fall. Check for the species or cultivars best 

suited to your area and gradually replace lawn grass with flower beds. 

 Plant native to your region using plants that provide nectar for adults plus food for insect larvae, such as 

milkweed for monarchs. If you do use non-native plants, choose ones that don’t spread easily, since these 

could become invasive. 

 Select old-fashioned varieties of flowers whenever possible because breeding has caused some modern 

blooms to lose their fragrance and/or the nectar/pollen needed to attract and feed pollinators. 

 Install ‘houses’ for bats and native bees. For example, use wood blocks with holes or small open patches of 

mud. As little as 12 inches across is sufficient for some bees. 

 Avoid pesticides. If you must use them, use the most selective and least toxic ones and apply them at night 

when most pollinators aren’t active. 

 Supply water for all wildlife. A dripping faucet or a suspended milk carton with a pinhole in the bottom is 

sufficient for some insects.  

 Provide water for butterflies without letting it become a mosquito breeding area. Refill containers daily or 

bury a shallow plant saucer to its rim in a sunny area, fill it with coarse pine bark or stones and fill to 

overflowing with water. 

 Bees need very shallow water to drink from. Set up a water feeder by filling a pie pan with marbles and then 

water. The marbles give the bees a spot to land so that they don’t drown when they come to drink. 

 Share fun facts, such as: a tiny fly (a “midge”) no bigger than a pinhead is responsible for the world’s supply 

of chocolate; or one out of every three mouthfuls of food we eat is delivered to us by pollinators! 

 



 
 

To learn more about pollinators and pollinator plants, consult these resources: 

 The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation: xerces.org 

 The Ohio State University Bee Lab: beelab.osu.edu 

 Pollinator Partnership: pollinator.org 

 National Pollinator Week: fws.gov/pollinators/ 

 

The walk to the mailbox each day has provided loads of photo opportunities. The butterflies and bees are busy on the 

milk thistle blooms and the Black Swallowtail caterpillars are munching away on the Bronze Fennel. It doesn’t take 

much to keep me entertained these days! 

 

Don’t forget to email your gardening questions to Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer, Mike Hannah, at 

mhannah1951@gmail.com 
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