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October Fall Cleanup 

Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

                                                   OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
Can it really be the last days of October? The rain brought down an abundance of leaves and it will 
soon be time to deal with that chore. 
How do you deal with leaves? Do you treat them as a precious commodity? Or do you rake and bag 
and toss? We run the mower over most of ours and add the nutrients to our lawn. In the past years, 
before my new raised beds, I would run the push mower over the leaves and add them to my garden. 
That won’t be happening this year! 
  
My favorite garden blogger, Margaret Roach, admits that even she gets overwhelmed at the thought 
of fall cleanup. She says, “I wait in a sort of suspended animation-for frost, and for leaf drop, the two 
accelerators that manufacture literal heaps of to-do’s faster than I can keep up!” She gives the 
gardener a 7-point program to help us focus that includes: 
 

1. Leave especially ornamental or wildlife-friendly plants standing. Clean up beds tactically 
for maximum enjoyment by you and the birds. 

2. Remove sickly things first. Destroy the debris to minimize next year’s issues with squash 
bugs, cabbage worms, and other pests and diseases. 

3. Stabilize woody plants: Identify any vulnerable limbs, removing broken or dead branches 
now to make sure winter weather doesn’t worsen things. 

4. Gather leaves, and even start a leaves-only compost pile. You run them over with the 
mower to save space but using a vacuum that shreds would be better. Once crumbly after 
aging in a heap, they make great mulch. 

5. Late-season lawncare: Do your heavy raking now-not in the spring-and overseed if there’s 
still time where you live. 

6. Protect or store weather-vulnerable pots and the tender plants in them: At a minimum, 
move pots under cover, where they will dry off (to minimize heave/thaw effects of weather).  

7. Weed! Besides cleaning up around diseased plants, this is a giant “must”. Even if you can’t 
weed, exactly, deadhead your weeds now and discard the seeds somewhere they cannot re-
sprout. Fewer seeds not, fewer weeds next year. 

 
Since it is almost November, it is time to mark your calendar for our next garden seminar on 
Thursday, November 21 at 7:00 p.m. at the Mt. Orab Campus of Southern State Community 
College. OSUE Brown County Agriculture and Natural Resources Educator, James Morris, will 
present a program about Herbicides and Pesticides. All seminars are free and open to the public 
and are held in Room 208. 
 
Are your garden tools cleaned up and stored for the winter? I don’t think that will happen in my potting 
shed until after Thanksgiving! 
 


