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The cooler evening temperatures are reminding us that fall is here. With the arrival of fall, one can count on two things 

happening soon, shorter days and an eventual hard freeze. On average, the first hard frosts in much of Ohio occur in 

October. 

The “pre-freeze checklist” includes: 

1. Take pictures of your accomplishments for 2017. 

2. Mulch perennial beds, trees, and shrubs; fall is an excellent time to apply mulch to suppress winter annual weeds. 

3. Harvest the last of the tender produce in your garden. 

4. Label the tender bulbs and tuber plants that will be dug after the frost. 

5. Keep emptying your rain gauge to avoid damage from freezing water. 

6. Likewise, empty birdbaths and cover or flip them over to prevent rain water collection. 

7. Bring in your houseplants. (Be sure to check for insects first) 

8. Use compressed air to blow out shallow waterlines and garden hoses. 

9. Select the flower displays worth prolonging; keep an eye on nighttime low temperatures and be prepared to cover them. 

10. Empty your hand-held sprayers. (Follow product label directions) 

11. Drain pumps and filter bowls on power sprayers, blow water from boom or wand lines. 

12. Properly prepare water gardens for the winter. 

  

I have spent the past 2 weeks trying to reclaim my flower beds and vegetable garden that were being taken over by weeds 

that took hold while we were traveling this summer. It is amazing what can happen in a month! One of the best 

discoveries was a large vine that was loaded with blooms. I flagged it so that it was safe from the mower and string 

trimmer operator and didn’t look at it very closely. A few days ago, I was delighted to find a large green pumpkin that was 

beginning to turn orange! It is now on display in my fall tableau at the front of the vegetable garden. 

 

The list of gardening tasks for October includes: 

1. Have your lawn and garden soil tested. You can contact your local OSUE office for more information or go to 

ohioline.osu.edu  

2. Rake up fallen leaves and add them to your compost heap. (I like to shred mine with the mower first.) 

3. Mulch areas intended for early spring planting. 

4. Plant trees and shrubs and water deeply before ground freezes. 

5. Mark late-to-emerge perennials. 

6. Rake up or pull out annuals once they’re killed by frost. 

7. Clean up your perennial beds. 

8. Continue planting hardy spring-flowering bulbs. 

9. Take cuttings of your favorite herbs to grow indoors over winter. 

10. Remove garden stakes and other garden equipment from the vegetable garden. 

11. After a killing frost, clean up the vegetable garden. Squash vine borers winter over in plant debris. 

12. Plant amaryllis bulbs for holiday bloom. 

13. Make a “to do” list for next year’s gardens while you still remember your successes and failures this year! 

  

Mums have been planted and mulched and I just heard the local weather forecast is calling for patchy frost! It’s time to 

pull out the old sheets! 

  

 


