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October’s Garden List 
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It certainly was refreshing to have a few cooler days this past week! I actually ventured out to my raised bed 
vegetable garden and picked some peppers and tomatoes. Of course, I had to pull a few weeds as I picked, 
but nothing like I would have last year! The raised beds were certainly a bonus this year since surgery kept me 
inside for over a month. The Swiss Chard looks fabulous and the bees were buzzing all around the Zinnias. It 
was delightful to sit and listen to the sounds of nature. 
  
The heat and wind have been tough on all my beds. The only place I have watered is the Herbs on the deck. 
Two days I looked outside and the parsley was laying down limp as a rag! I can toted some water to the pots 
and things are looking perky today. 
  
As the temperatures start to cool in the evenings, it reminds us that fall is here. With the arrival of fall, we can 
count on two things happening soon, shorter days and an eventual hard freeze. On average, the first hard 
frosts in much of Ohio occur in October. 
 
The “pre-freeze” check list includes: 

1. Take pictures of your accomplishments for 2019. 
2. Mulch perennial beds, trees, and shrubs; fall is an excellent time to apply mulch to suppress winter 

annual weeds. 
3. Harvest the last of the tender produce in your garden. 
4. Label the tender bulbs and tuber plants that will be dug after the frost. 
5. Keep emptying your rain gauge to avoid damage from freezing water. 
6. Empty birdbaths and cover or flip them over to prevent rainwater collection. 
7. Bring in your house plants. Be sure to check for insects first! 
8. Use compressed air to blow out shallow water lines and garden hoses. 
9. Disconnect hoses from hydrants. 
10. Select flower displays worth prolonging; keep an eye on nighttime low temperatures and be prepared to 

cover them. 
11. Empty your hand-held sprayers. 
12. Drain pumps and filter bowls on power sprayers, blow water from boom or wand lines. 
13. Properly prepare water gardens for the winter. 

 
My favorite garden blogger, Margaret Roach, reminds gardeners to continue to weed! If you can’t pull the 
weeds, at least deadhead your weeds now and discard the seeds! Fewer seeds now, fewer weeds next year! I 
am all for that, aren’t you? 
 
Mark your calendar for our October 17th garden seminar being held at the Mt. Orab campus of Southern State 
Community College starting at 7:00 p.m. in Room 208. Ron Powell will talk about the North American Pawpaw 
tree as well as grafting Pawpaw trees. Remember that all seminars are free and open to the public. We hope 
to see you on October 17th! 
 


