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When you think of something exciting to do on a Saturday, does sitting all day learning about pollinators ever come to 

mind? It sounds a little crazy, but after arriving at the workshop, sponsored by the Midwest Native Plant Society, the large 

room was soon packed! Before the first speaker, I checked out the displays and discovered caterpillars, and a Luna Moth 

with at least a 100 eggs.  
  

The speakers were impressive. Heather Holm, author of “Pollinators of Native Plants”, Denise Ellsworth, program 

director of the Honey Bee and Native Pollinator Education Program in Ohio State’s College of Food, Agricultural and 

Environmental Sciences, and Cheryl Harner, an environmental educator, reminded the audience of the importance of all 

pollinators.  
  

Bees are beneficial insects that pollinate flowering plants by transferring pollen from one flower to another. This is 

important for plant reproduction and food production. In fact, pollinators are responsible for 1 out of every 3 bites of food 

you take. While the honey bee gets most of the credit for providing pollinations, there are actually about 500 bee species 

in Ohio. 
  

Holm challenged us to “Bee a Habitat Hero” and tear up your backyard and plant native plants, remembering the 

importance of native flowering plants throughout the growing season and supporting all life stages of pollinators.  
  

“Lawns are the best way to travel from garden to garden” stated Cheryl Harner. “Friends don’t let friends grow lawns”. I 

know that seems a little over the top, but remember that the native plants you plant do make a difference. When you plan 

your garden – think like a pollinator. Provide a variety of flower colors and forms, and mass many of the same plants 

together. 
  

Bees are well-known pollinators, but over 100,000 invertebrates – including butterflies, moths, wasps, flies, and beetles – 

and over 1,000 mammals, birds, reptiles and amphibians, act as pollinators, according to the National Wildlife Federation. 
  

After the lectures we divided into groups to head outside for field trips. My group numbered about 12 and we started 

walking along the edge of the woods. In 30 minutes I realized we had only travelled about 50 yards. The discoveries were 

numerous and the leaders of the group were very knowledgeable. Caterpillars, flies, moths, butterflies, skippers, bees, and 

plant identification kept us in such a small area until the rain came pouring down on us. 
  

The find of the day was the Giant Swallowtail caterpillar (Papilio cresphontes). The early instar of this caterpillar actually 

has a great disguise to confuse predators. When viewed from the side and top its appears to be bird droppings! Its shiny 

skin adds to the disguise, giving the larvae the character of a freshly deposited dropping. I am pretty sure we stood at this 

area for at least 10 minutes taking pictures and marveling at Mother Nature. 
  

So there you have it. My deep, dark secret has been exposed.  I love to wander around – turning leaves over –hunting for 

caterpillars! 
  

Interested in learning more about caterpillars? Go to Ohioline.osu.edu and click on the tab, Yard and Garden. Then type 

the word Caterpillar and click search. You will find a great factsheet on Caterpillars! 
  

 


