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When gardeners gather and start talking about their gardens the subject always turns to some type of damage 

from pests like deer, rabbits, chipmunks, squirrels, ground hogs, etc. You will remember that I have tried to find 

ways to have wildlife visit our gardens without wreaking too much havoc. In the vegetable garden I have put up 

rabbit fence and a gate to protect early crops as well as my green beans. My Texas Tomato Cages have seemed 

to discourage any grazing on my tomato plants (so far). We have left some “sacrificial” trees along the century 

old deer path that cuts across our property from the creek to the neighbor’s woods. Each year a few branches are 

rubbed and raked off leaving some interesting shaped Spruce trees. 

 

When my husband retired a few years ago he was given a beautiful Bald Cypress tree. After walking around the 

property looking for just the right line of sight for optimum enjoyment of this tree’s beautiful color, we realized 

it needed to be planted close to the established deer trail! 

 

As its first fall approached we knew that protection was necessary. A section of snow fence fits the bill right 

now, but as the tree grows we might have to add more sections. 

 

According to FactSheet W-5-200, Preventing and Controlling Deer Damage, (available at ohioline.edu.osu) 

White-tailed deer were nearly extirpated from much of the eastern United States in the early 1900’s because of 

habitat changes and overhunting. However, numbers of deer have increased throughout Ohio and the East as 

forests matured over the past century and appropriate hunting seasons were established. The white-tailed deer is 

now among the most common mammals in the state. Although hunters and nature enthusiasts may enjoy the 

sight of deer, this animal has presented some problems throughout the state. Deer are involved in vehicular 

collisions, overbrowsing of parks and reserves, and damage to a variety of crops, gardens, nurseries, and trees. 

Damage by deer can be identified by the jagged or torn surface on twigs or stems that they browse (compared to 

the clean-cut surface left by rabbits and rodents). Deer tracks are also easily identified. 

 

As with all nuisance wildlife problems and damage concerns, changing your level of tolerance is the easiest 

solution. However, you must ultimately decide what level of damage warrants action. If you choose to manage 

your deer problems, remember that there seldom are quick solutions. The key to success is persistence. 

 

Damage Prevention and Control tactics include: Exclusion, Habitat Modification, Scare Tactics, Repellents and 

Toxicants, and shooting. (Be sure to check with the Division of Wildlife for hunting regulations and limits.) The 

Ohio Division of Wildlife also has a very informative publication on Deer Damage Control (Publication 138). 

 



 
 

When you are considering the purchase of new ornamental plants for your landscape you can refer to the handy 

list included with the OSUE FactSheet.  Plant species are grouped together by how frequently they have been 

damaged by deer. The “Rarely Damaged” list includes: Barberry, Common Barberry, Paper Birch, Common 

Boxwood, Russian olive, American Holly, Drooping Leucothoe, Colorado Blue Spruce and Japanese Pieris.  

Where is my Arborvitae on the list? On the “Frequently Severely Damaged” list, of course!!! 

  

Check the internet and you will find a long list of books about Deer-Resistant Landscaping, but the bottom line 

is deer will eat almost anything if they choose to do so. I have learned that I need to choose my battles, and try 

to be smarter about the plants that I choose for my gardens. So much to consider…how often does it bloom, will 

it survive a drought, or freezing temperatures, are the leaves attractive, and is it on the “deer candy” list? 

  

Interested in learning more about pests that visit your gardens? Mark your calendar for the May 21
st
 garden 

seminar at the Mt. Orab campus of Southern State Community College from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Danielle 

Thompson (Brown County Soil and Water Conservation) will be talking about garden pests and ways to live 

peacefully with the wildlife that visit our gardens. 

 

Become a Master Gardener! The Ohio State University Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Program 

provides intensive training in horticulture to interested Ohio residents, who then volunteer their time assisting 

with educational programs and activities for Ohio residents through their local OSU Extension county office. 

Volunteers are not required to have gardening skills or knowledge; but a passion for learning about gardening 

and sharing this knowledge with others is a must! 

 

Working with county Extension personnel, Master Gardener Volunteers provide such educational services to 

their communities as: answering gardening questions from the public; conducting plant clinics; gardening 

activities with children, senior citizens, or disabled persons; beautifying the community; and developing 

community or demonstration gardens. 

 

Adams, Brown and Highland Counties are combining to present a Master Gardener training program starting in 

October, 2015. The cost is $150 and the deadline to register is May 31, 2015. A $100 (non-refundable) deposit 

is required at the time of registration. A minimum of 10 committed trainees is needed in order to present the 13 

training classes. If the minimum of 10 is not met, the $100 deposit will be refunded. The location will be 

announced at a later date, as we will attempt to have the classes in a location that will minimize driving for the 

majority of participants.   

 

To learn more about the OSUE Master Gardeners, be sure to visit our website at http://mastergardener.osu.edu/. 

If you have any questions, contact David Dugan (937-515-2314), Faye Mahaffey (fhmgarden@gmail.com), 

Gayle Chadwell (gaylechad@yahoo.com), Ray Koch (koch.381@osu.edu), or OSUE Brown County office 

(937-378-6716). 

 

The tomato plants are in the staging area, the herbs have been planted in pots on the deck, the milkweed is 

coming up, and the Bronze fennel is growing by leaps and bounds! Here’s hoping I can stay ahead of the 

weeds! 
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