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Planning in the Fall 
Submitted by Faye Mahaffey 

                                                   OSUE Brown County Master Gardener Volunteer 
 

As I walked through my vegetable garden picking the last remains of my tomatoes, I realized that I needed to start 

planning for next year. I pulled out a diagram of this year’s garden and headed to the shade! I learned in the Master 

Gardeners’ Training Classes that crop rotation is one of the simplest, yet effective types of control for diseases and 

for insects that have a single generation each year. In past years I have to admit that I was guilty of simply getting 

things planted as soon as the ground was ready without considering the families of vegetables. I usually would rotate 

the tomatoes, squash and cucumbers and simply plant the rest of the garden without any special planning. 

  

Did you know that the Nightshade Family members include eggplant, potato, tomato and pepper? The other families 

are a bit more obvious. Grass Family-popcorn, sweet corn, Amaryllis Family-onion, leek, shallot, garlic, Goosefoot 

Family-beet, Swiss Chard, spinach, Mustard Family-cabbage, cauliflower, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, kale, collards, 

kohlrabi, turnip, radish, Pea Family-peas, beans, Parsley Family-carrot, fennel, parsley, celery, parsnip, Gourd 

Family-pumpkin, squash, cucumber, melons, and Composite Family-lettuce, endive, salsify, and Jerusalem 

artichoke. 

  

The two families that are most susceptible to soil-borne diseases are the Mustard and Nightshade Families. The 

recommendation is to divide the garden into 3 sections-one for the Nightshade plants, one for the Mustard Family, 

and one for everything else. Then it is easy to rotate on a 3-year schedule. 

  

If you weren’t happy with crop yields in your garden, perhaps it is time to do a soil test! Call your local OSU 

Extension office for more details. 

  

A little planning this Fall can help you avoid problems next year. When the seed catalogs start arriving after 

Christmas, be sure to check for disease resistant varieties as you develop next year’s garden. When Spring arrives, 

all you have to do is refer to your diagram and start planting! 

  

Each year OSUE Master Gardener Volunteers have the opportunity to attend the Ohio Master Gardener Volunteer 

State Conference. This year we traveled to the campus of The Ohio State University to attend classes, listen to 

lectures, and tour gardens in the area. Pam Bennett, State Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator, shared some 

impressive information about how the Ohio Master Gardener Volunteers are making a difference in Ohio. In 2016, 

the value of MGV services in Ohio was $4.0 million (using the current national estimated dollar value of volunteer 

time of $23.07 per hour). 173,700+ hours were contributed by MGVs to OSUE and their communities in 2016. 

49,363+ hours of advanced training were earned by MGVs in 2016. There were 2,984 Master Gardener Volunteers 

certified in 2016 and there were 439 new Master Gardener Volunteers trained. 46,000 pounds of donated fresh 

produce by Master Gardener Volunteers helped with food insecurity and food deserts. 

  

Mark your calendars for the October 19 garden seminar being hosted by the OSUE Brown County Master Gardener 

Volunteers. All seminars are free and open to the public and are held at the Mt. Orab Campus of Southern State 

Community College in Room 107 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The program on October 19 will be about 

Mushrooms. We hope you will plan to attend! 

  

It was a great week for the Brown County Fair! We enjoyed visiting with everyone that stopped by our booth! 


