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Planting Bulbs in the Fall 
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If thinking about the end of summer is getting you down, it’s time to plan and plant your spring flowering bulb show. Autumn is 

the time to plant crocus, daffodils, tulips and many other spring bloomers. Don’t be like me and skip the fall bulb planting, only 

to regret it in the spring! 

  

We all know that the fall chores are daunting, but taking a few hours to plant some bulbs will bring a smile to your face next 

spring. 

 

Do you remember where your daffodils are planted? Have you made notes in your garden journal? If the answer is “No”, get 

that journal out when you start planting new bulbs! 

  

Spring flowering bulbs are planted in the fall to allow them to establish roots before top growth begins in spring. Planting too 

early may cause the bulbs to sprout this fall, only to be killed back by winter weather. Planting too late may not give the bulbs 

adequate time to root before winter. Bulbs should be planted in late September through October. Fall planting also ensures 

adequate chilling of the bulbs to promote flower bud initiation. Most species require 10 – 12 weeks of storage at 40 – 50 

degrees F.  

  

According to a Purdue Extension fall newsletter, “Start your bulb garden out on the right path by planting only quality bulbs 

available from local garden centers or reputable online/email order sources. It’s best to shop early to ensure the best selection of 

variety and quality. Select large, firm bulbs, and avoid those that are sprouting or molding. 

  

While many bulbs adapt to a wide range of soil types, none can tolerate poorly drained soil. Prepare the planting bed by adding 

organic matter, such as peat moss, well-rotted manure or compost. Depending on the specific site conditions, you may or may 

not need to add additional fertilizer. A soil test ahead of planting will determine needs for that site. Mix all amendments 

thoroughly with the soil in the bed before you plant the bulbs.” 

  

The size of the bulb and the species will dictate the proper planting depth and spacing, generally the depth should be 

approximately 2.5 – 3 times the diameter of the bulb at its widest. Purchased bulbs should come with planting instructions. 

  

Twenty-two years ago I planted 125 tulip bulbs in a new flower bed in our front yard. The following spring, I had a huge 

showing of maybe 15 tulips blooming! The 25 daffodil bulbs I had planted as an “after thought” bloomed their little hearts out.  

  

When I head out to plant my daffodil bulbs I make a trip to the barn to grab the cordless drill and my bulb “auger”. I love to see 

the daffodils popping up along the tree line and sometimes to my husband’s dismay, I plant some out in the grass under some 

trees. He has finally accepted that fact that he can’t mow them down the day after the bloom fades.  

  

Are you raking leaves? We worked for several hours raking, blowing, and shredding leaves and laughed (or cried) as we looked 

up and saw all the leaves still left on the trees.  

  

The snow fence is back up around the Bald Cypress tree in the lower yard to fend off rubbing bucks. I am sure that old “Baldy” 

is sleeping better tonight knowing he is protected. 

  
 


